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PREFACE 



First and foremost, my father, Salim (Sam) Abujawdeh, is a family 
man through-out. He lives for his Family, his Townsfolks, and Aboujaoudes. 

In this book, he depicts the most sincere and candid image of the 
town we originated from and travel to often. I am forever grateful and 
honored to have been part of a significant amount of his journeys - and 
once read, you will feel like you joined along as well. 

Every family and town has a history. Our family that we see today is 
seasoned by ancestry, religion and culture. In the companion book 
(“Aboujaoudes - Origins”) my dad provides an account of the Aboujaoude 
family from which our clan is said to descend. In this book he comes back 
closer to home, the Village of Maska, to the roots. 

In the end, you will culminate your readings with a more profound 
appreciation for your being and the memories of Old, covering the distance, 
trials, and milestones that it took to reach thus far. Ideally, hopefully this 
makes the reader more self-aware and ambitious to make his or her own 
mark in this world and new memories for future generations. 

Sandra Abujawdeh 

Colonia, NJ, June 2015 
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PROLOGUE 


I have traveled around the world, and seen many places. 

But in all my travels, and throughout the years, one string always pulled at 
my heart - My hometown, my roots, my little village in the beautiful 
Mountains of Lebanon - Maska. 

This is a part of the story of Maska & Ghabeh - a snapshot. It is intended 
for the many Maskawites who I know share my love of our Town. With a 
mostly personal focus that may not interest all, and a look at the roots and 
origins which should interest those who like history, I also tried to 
intersperse anecdotes and amusing perspectives of our colorful home. 

“Our Town” is a trinity, Maska, Ghabeh and Kherbeh, its unity and 
memories sacred like the Holy - Three in One, One for All and All for One. 

The book is definitely one for family, my Children, and kin. Times are 
changing- we are out of our village, in a new world. The collective memory 
is dispersed. Documenting the last of the old ways and stories may help 
preserve a memory for the future, and help the grandchildren trace their 
roots. As Gibran Khalil Gibran, our national poet, says: “Remembrance is a 
form of meeting”. 

The effort has been personally very rewarding. I cannot imagine any other 
place where such family ties, location, history and relations allow such a 
picture as comes out of this effort. The more I worked on our village history, 
the more I appreciated the value of this place I come from, and the need to 
preserve its memory. I hope new generations keep it that way. 

Memories trickle in for the unplanned venture... Comments and ideas are 
sure to follow... Expect a Tenth edition ©. 

I hope you find the trip as much fun as I had sketching it. 

Sam S. Abujawdeh 

Colonia, NJ 

June 2015 
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KHERBAT EL ADAS, MASKA, AND AL GHABEH 


The villages of Kherbat el Adas, Maska, and A1 Ghabeh stand to the east on the 
mountain next to Deir el Harf, facing the sea. Maska (the stream) is called by its 
name since several streams run in the land and irrigate the soil. The villages’ 
names in Arabic are just the right explanation: A1 Maska and El Ghabeh (the 
Forest), all referring to the nature and sites of these villages. This good spot, facing 
the warm winter sun, covered by green fields, and surrounded by fertile lands and 
forests, was the center of attraction for the Abou Jaoude Family coming from Deir 
El Harf, which no longer had enough space to embrace them all. 

Prince Bachir Kaydbeh Abillamah, Prince Abdallah Kaydbeh’s sibling in Ras El 
Metn, helped in this emigration. Maska came first, in the 1690’s. From Maska, 
some moved towards Jourat A1 Bailout, where Michael Hanna Bou Moussa from 
Maska bought land from Kassim Hussein Hreiz from Ras El Metn, for 38 pounds. 

Then they moved to A1 Ghabeh next to Maska, which the Abillamahs and Asfar 
families owned, and bought from them lands since 1772, until they owned all the 
lands in 1880. And in 1885, the Asfar family sold out their last real estate and 
moved to Beirut and A1 Sham. 



In the mountains, inhabitants produced silk, planted vegetables and seeds, and 
raised cattle. Above all, the village men served their country and some were good 
servants of the Lord. St. Chaaya monastery, which was built by the Antonine 
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monks in 1700, had welcomed so many Maska monks, who worked faithfully in 
order to improve the monastery and its churches, that people called it the 
“monastery of Maska people”. The list of names of the priests who had served in 
this monastery from the Abou Jaoude family numbers over 40, which shows the 
spiritual greatness of their service for their religion and country. 

In 1929, the Maska and A1 Ghabeh inhabitants started to cut a road at their own 
expense from Brummana till Maska church courtyard. The government undertook 
covering the road with asphalt in 1943. In 1944, the inhabitants cut down a passage 
for water from A1 Manboukh, Brummana, at their own expense. And in 1948, they 
also undertook to provide electricity at their own expense. 

Those plans were the start of an upswing, especially in A1 Ghabeh, where modern 
buildings were formed, which qualified it to be one of the best villages to spend 
summer vacations. It soon became a resort for serenity and peace seekers, 
renowned for its panoramic views and healthy weather. 

After Maska, the Abou Jaoudes moved to Jourat A1 Bailout and the coast. They 
used to take their deceased to bury them in Maska, their ancestors’ homeland, until 
they built churches by the name of their patron saint in Maska, St. Takla, in 
Bkenaya and Jal El Dib in order to stay gathered in one parish throughout the 
distant homelands. 
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From Kherbat A1 Adas descended the Abou Aoun family in Ain Saadeh, Waked 
and Kamar families in A1 Ghaba, Abboud in Aabadiya, Jourat A1 Bailout, Abi 
Yaghi and Ignatius in Btedine. . . as shown in the family tree details. 
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Kherbet 
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Maska - Circa 1950 
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Ijj * ^t. 3 j ^ (jj^j 'i > >» < i j J jJ pUjI 

» (j jL^aj !^li ^_fciuj£ Jl ljjlc.j , ^ j -v lj.. Jc. 

Sjo^aa 5Jj!x» ^ju J , t jj4Al jaJLS 4_J_k]l j 4_1S11 j (jj-^xL l^L^g t _^_Jl Jja.jij 

• JjAI I j>» i‘nl (j j^awiJj ijjMJ (Jjll<JI .1^.1 Jl (jox-al^a (jjilliii 

(in 4 A. iwrt lc. , vJ . ‘ . ix ll J r> t- n l jl ^_3 (jl — lol Jc i_jA jl ^LjJa I j^ax jj (Jl^w 

J..’ * ’ J— ^ i3f^ u t AiaLoJI (^g-lc dlLc-l^x-ill^ dilml-uJI j cHjLaL^. - jJI-j vUiLaLfc^]! 

• J^* <^.>J Jj J ^ _> 

(j j C jL-»j pi — ^._JI Aix ^ l x l! iilij diJj , 5jjljl! 5 _la 1UJI i"’U j 

cj-^* ^Ijai_juJ! 1 . i 1 > . *^‘j -5 La a*_i * f . a ji c“ il-^.*^ i-5 , ^ j...Jl c- ^a jpc. *. > 1 r j Lgj3 

c^' ^ jl c,5^W clH° J-^=S V CjLjj » ^a*aL> AJuA-a Jl aJ jj AjJ 

C-jLoj A_aC. J j f ^Ljjll j L-1 -^a f o.l j,W Ajlau AjA^. » A-^oc-i. 

Li*a1j LaxJ A ^i lc* I filial Lplj L-jljjuAI AJ ^ l_ cV‘\ ^ 

J — A p^lc-l Jc. , (jjAfclak ^jJaxj IjA^Jj , J^UsjVIj A_a£. jj]l : jA> 

^ ^ J-3 L-*£ f ^JLjui>AI (j-^a I g A ij <JI Vjl jl nr.. VI o^Lc-lj , 

^Ji)l\ lAA _jAuJj! La (jlc ^)AJJ 9 ^-Laa]! Jl , (_£jLAI Ax^i L_i\U ^Jc. 

jL_j^IjaJ1 j cj>1 ^ja yl LirJ La , AjjIjjlUI lol \s>]\ ^ Ut» ^ ^3 

. Cllljl^^)g-A]l J o jLixJI jjJ cljl Jl Cj^UkJlj A_iAaljJ 

JaiJl Jc. AjIJj JLaaL^ ^a3I AjA>JI (jJJl 9 (jJJI 

\j-U^J » C5-^ J'^l » Aii^l —all , ^»jjuJ-^a11 

dALL^l Ij-L^alj ^LjIIjj , 5_ij!^AxJl ^-jjL!ull qa LA_5;ic.j , 4 Mal l 

. ^jjjLlhII (^3 Aill*^aJI op Lull 

'- V 1 ^ (3^ * jj , ( ->£ Uj jj (JJ.11XJ ^ Uj 

( x_^a Jj_all f^Sk. L & , pUaxJlj ^-U-illj ^LaVl j J 

: jcLUl 

JUcVI Jl U^u ljjk,'a Lila liJUc.1 vilJj 

1995/5/22 JUU^ 
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oU_uiaJI . I — aj jjJI (^ j4 ». aa ]I j . ^JLoail clJj * 

I (jl jVI ( pU-V'j Ailll Jl^Ia c-uaau) 1^*^ 

U}-*** ^ ifJj-i LS J-AJ M J4j jl • W^C-I jl<* <ly^ J fiUaflj <5tLJI 0 jA 

• W J J l > ,i " 0 ' * J (j jj» -A^' ^I^aVI <_!*-?• l« » L*jj 

• ji* 600 ^ r l- i > ii (jC. ^SmiaII AjjS ( *_jjjj * 

' — JJ-^aajj , jjiJI JjJ <_ijjj (j_A 4 r J'i.^i L-aj^ 3 ^a... ^1 1 i •* *a ^c. * 

£■4# A la >ul jj L_Jj_i ^pJI <jajJ ^lijl ^1 . ^£1 j^]| 4 _ujj ^c. M 

^>4-1^1 ^4j Vi J -Jh (jl £j lOA . < *-J jVI dijAlia Cljjjll j*-al*-a lal . jjljjl 

* (j JjVlj Iaj- 13 la jjC 

UUjj <> ^ ^ Uillj ^ s L^\ ^Ul 1929 ^ Ji * 

CJ>^ (J u-c-) 1943 j»L& ^I^aII a.^\< k^L* 

jklwj JlSj I,1ia]j (jJJ^lij AjjIaj l$jjlL JJC. (J*-aj 4 -mij.Ia lilliA <jl£ 1 930 * 

• » ^* »*-*J L*_iB ^-iix_ill ^g j jj j t^jjljl 

jL>i L-i-5 j ^ ii* ^ — 3 1 946 — 1 945 ^IxJI ^b jju 5Jj^3l tg_i3 </* iajjb! * 

(j~* j4 J-4 2 ^ (JJ-^ J® jllLujVI (J_jj <jL. £j A_^m£l] 

Cj?^4l ^Lill jl± a jjV 1 J ^ j ■la.tj 

LiLa^j <^-B i # ijl^ll CjLaA I j 4j <^ljl ^ A-ui 

. ^UVI A_iii 1946 jj-s pULj 1946 jljl 29 ^ Cij*+ * 

. 1951 JjLI 23 ^ l^pLajj U 
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«• 

<J^1 jjJ 

L^Ajc. t (jj-Ax^UI frl j-aVI l g lie. 4_allal Jjjjj] ^1 ^a.-^ l 

<#JP- \Joe\ OPJ' f* Lujj ‘ J JjiJI CjJjj J^jSj I jil£ 

Jaj_L]| Sjj^kj (jj_ixllj A_Jjikj <jUJI£ t LjUjj J ^ ojjU-JI (Jjall J£ 

. Ia_^jc. j 

aJj Jg. 4_ia!^] 1 'o*Jjl <_HjAiii] I jjA (jjjjjiajVI jUfcjll (s li W * ♦ Ajux Jl j^, Jj 
^ CjC” i_I*- £a 'VI (3f^ Aikju*j "1 AA=k. j£jl Lft£ Clul^ 4 <Ikia]l J 4 '"' I j", . „1 

* c j /l“ i ji< i 1 1 frlL Jj 3 ‘ UjL^'JLa J i JLoJI 

^ jj-ii-JI j>_ku3 i (jjjA ^aJI (j^ jjj£ o J1C. Jj jjJI 11a J j A3j 

l_j ,4 'I'* IjA^^ LjAI j 4 4_liIjA jll i— i^La-uu ^jc. eA_j^k ^ j[A. 11 

5_aa^UI (ilL {ja <■ rt l Lil IAj t lAjlAAjlj IgMg ‘il Jc I jLaC-j i SjjSAaII 4 j]l 
• ' J* .‘. “ J)^* c^IajoiI 

^ V*l £ ^Ic. i__iA JJ t (j-a eAj^. 4-axj _^jl (jjl j^» ^ 

• ^ A V • ^alx ^3 jJ j 

^ WH ^ a , a.aa] 1 j-* 3 J jJ <111 JJJ (jjl <*- j-ijIjL-j ^jljVl “X 

oL£j i <*lil» jjJj UJi jU jjj jUjJI Jc. lUcj U\1 - UU "Ux M Lulj 
CJLJ^XJ 4 < U jjl l L-jJaiJI V-jL£ l^la <-^4^ L-l^ (JjiiS c J ^^1 1 < I jLLoj 
^ ATA jl jl ) "l Y ^Lc <15 j «i5 j W • V CjU. ji ^ jl jU^l l 

• ^ A ) A ^ijjj WA1 ^Ix. c-jiA jj ( o ^ji <j 1 oc (J-jLJI ^ — r 

• ^ A Y "l ^ V A *1 ^lx c-jlA^j i S Jjcmj <111 (3^ <ja j ^ Sfl — ^ 

• ^ A Y "l ^9^jj ) V ^ "l ^lx L-lAjJ 3 <111 ^JJ VI 

jlAJjl j o jLI ^^Ix ^j^Lklxll ^ jj (jl£ SJj^jjI jj^l j^j (j*iill 

• ^-1 jl- 4 ^-ll J—vJI jljjLjl jLa JpJ 

^3jj o. U a ^ 3 jJxaiJj (J-oV^Ij <1iA jll ^ A ♦ O jj 3 J jjl A j ^ VI “V 

. >AVY 

. ^ A£V ^JJ ^jli^ll Uu^ljj ^jill -A 

• ^LuaaII 3-^jikjjl kiijl-La j-lll — ^ 
^^-Ix ^j^ riVI (j-j — il a5j , <xlall jja! L^i jj jl£ 3 Jj2wjjI Ll ^ jj jj ^Ull j-*a11 — ^ • 
AV\ |»L- C- k— ij^»JI ^)jJ (j^a 4_iA j 4 ;j ■ ■• ' , ejj 

. > AAT” 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 28 



• ■ ^ All c_iA JJ jj| ^1 -> \ 

^LuLu, Oj-SJj Sj_^ jjl jjl (jjl (^jLLaJI ^ jxiLaljl (j^l -) v+) Y 

. U£ . t LU jU jjj jUjjlj ojbl Jc. jUUJI jjj jlS 

• u *° c^UJ c> <_>*j^J £VI i 
^ A W ^ijJ ( Aj C .j jlS (_g jU-i-.i ^t L_iUaljj ^ o 

. ^ A 1 i ^jj ^ jliijiA (jjjojjJajl (JjjaJI — ^ 1 
, . ^ A ^ o i_ja jj ^gi-oi^JI ^ ^j^ul jiyj ^^1 — ^ V 

AJjL^. j-iklji ( J> — t Ja a ^ -i. », aa ]I j_a (Jaj_ic. (JjoL_i1I — ) A 


^ US "a^UUI jU ^_J jUt Jc. IjiUali (jjjjUaII jlSUI oLuj! ^jU ^ 

lUV » *-*“» <UI Jl Ojl^o ujjjSUI u4» J JSj ‘ «lU 

L?jl jJa 0-* "l^u "' jj~> ^ JUi Ua i l^uij ^ja 


U^iS c_U Lac Ul-£ ( j j^aJI J c\j)!\ J\j i\jj\ y Ji; Jj 

CiLja t jiU .w^aa < .jjxjII jll j^yi CjILLj &Jj a ^ 
o^VLi t LUaj jU UaU yi U j-*Vl Ajj^. < <a j^jj £i:u cjl jLUI c*1L 

(jU- .}_9 £ju) L^jiJ LaS ( ujj^aJI 

** ^ uj-^Jy V csj-tS U <uyi ^5-lc- (jjill c _ s 1uia]I c.IlI 

• UJ^VJ CpJ OJZ- ‘ 

<jji ijjc ( »iuu i jUiVi Uaa u i ji ^i ^ ^jSJi ^jU]i y sxui y 


. jUaiwVI (j-o 

?Aj_j]Uu (jULi S^UalL ^Jl J^Laj La (JS ( Uj ^jjjiaJI JUjuJI U] JL ^1 
* J o!>UaJL) Alii y (j^JalLaJ! (jLajI ^ ^Ja&l jLajI ^ Ja j 


n^o/1/A ^ ljUjj 

U. Jj 
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MASKA & GHABEH IN ANTIQUITY 


In ancient times, Maska was a home for Phoenicians, Romans and 
others who have inhabited Lebanon. 

Phoenician Times: 

Like many of the neighboring towns, including Deir el Harf, Beit 
Mery, Jouret el Bailout, and Brummana, there is evidence the 
Phoenicians lived in these parts. 

A Naous (Sepulchre) for Phoenician burial was found in Kherbet, 
near Kamil’s house, and was available to be seen until recently, until 
uncaring minds and hands destroyed it for the stone. 

In the 1 960’s, a treasure trove of Phoenician gold and bronze items 
was discovered in a dig in Maska by Abu Nadim. The contents were 
confiscated by the State as public property. 

Roman & Byzantine Times: 

In Roman times, the large Roman garrison and Student residents in 
Beit Mery roamed the neighbouring regions, including Maska. 

Churchill and Uruqhart mention visiting and seeing a Roman 
Aqueduct and bridge below Brummana on the Eastern side (i.e. 
Ghabeh and Maska), over what is now the Je’emani River in the 
1 860s. The water is drawn from inside the mountainside, through a 
tunnel, in a stone duct, carved meticulously with a covering stone fit 
into its grooves. The bridge for the duct was in ruins then, and must 
have been scavenged since. 

From “Roman Berytus” by Linda Jones Hall: 

“ The city of Berytus received, perhaps from imperial donation, the 
typical structures deemed appropriate for urban life. The aqueduct 
may date from the reign of Nero and the improvements made by his 
envoy in 56 AD. The aqueduct crossed the Mag ora s River (Nahr 
Beirut) just to the north of the city by a bridge which measured 240 
meters in length and was composed of three ranges of arches. The 
ruins which survive are impressive and have been compared to 
those of the Pont du Card. The water was dispersed within the city 
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by a series of canalizations. A canal cut from rock which then 
allowed water to flow into rockcut basins has been found in the city. 
A system of sewer pipes which removed wastes from the city has 
also been discovered. ” 

From E. Robinson, “Biblical Researches in Palestine and the 
Adjacent Regions: A Journal of Travels in the Year 1838 .”: 

“Passing over the higher ground southeast of the city we forded 
Nahr Beirut at some distance south of the bridge; and crossing two 
low ridges, which here lie between the river and the foot of the 
mountain, we began to ascend along the projecting buttress or 
angle of the mountain, formed between the western declivity and 
that towards the south along the deep gorge of the Beirut river. The 
way led up bv el-Mansuriveh and_ some other; smaller, villages. It 
was steep, rough, and difficult, passing often over tracts of naked 
rock, sometimes smooth and slippery, sometimes rising by steps and 
layers. In some places the road was a narrow lane between parallel 
walls, filled in nearly or quite to the top with loose round stones, and 
presenting the worst possible footing for the horses. Such roads are 
not unfrequent in Lebanon; but we nowhere found them worse. 

The sides of the mountain are laid off into terraces ; wherever 
there is soil enough to permit it; and even where only a few feet 
of soil can be scraped together, it is cultivated. Tracts of land, 
which at first seem wholly covered with stones and rocks, are 
thus reclaimed ; and the rude narrow terraces, rising in steps 
and covered above with strong mountain soil, become verdant 
with grain and the foliage of mulberry and fig trees. These 
terraces constitute a very striking feature in the agriculture of 
the mountains. They prevail especially along the western slopes 
of Lebanon, and mark these as the home of a hardy, industrious, 
and thrifty population. 

The gorge of the river was on our right, as we continued to ascend; 
and we could see in it the remains of an ancient aque- duct along its 
southern side, by which the water of a large fountain not far above 
was once conveyed to Beirut. At one point the aqueduct crossed a 
branch of the gulf in a double tier of arches; and further down is 
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said to have been carried for some distance through a tunnel in the 
rock. ” 

‘‘We returned home by another route; passing first to Beit Mery, a 
large village just back of the Deir northeast, on a higher point of the 
ridge. It lies in part straggling upon the steep eastern side, looking 
down into the deep gulf below. Across this gulf, the inhabitants are 
able to make themselves heard by the people of the villages on the 
other side in the Upper Gharb; a distance of nearly or quite two 
miles in an air line. A portion of the village lies in a saddle of the 
ridge, beyond the higher point just mentioned. Here we were obliged 
to apply to the Bitar or horse-shoer of the village, to fasten the shoes 
of one of our horses. This was done in a primitive way. The hoof is 
pared by an instrument drawn towards the operator; and the nails 
clinched after first placing the animal's foot firmly upon a smooth 
flat stone. The Bitar is strictly a horse-doctor, who includes shoeing 
as a portion of his art. He is not a black-smith; but procures the 
shoes and nails from the latter. 

Beyond Beit Mery we came upon the remains of_ an ancient 
aqueduct which ran along the saddle above mentioned, and also 
along another still lower neck or saddle nearer_ to Bmmmana. In 
some parts it is like a wall of large stones, laid up in an orderly 
manner to cover and protect a line of perforated stones or tubes, 
through which the water flowed. Some of these perforated stones 
remain along the way. They are about two feet long, with a hole 
nearly a foot in diameter. By this contrivance, the water was 
conveyed across the low neck to the higher site of Beit Mery; 
precisely as the Croton aqueduct is carried over the Harlem river on 
the high bridge. Whether the water was anciently carried beyond 
Beit Mery to the temple, is doubtful. Similar perforated stones are 
said to have been found nearer the convent; but this needs 
confirmation. There is nothing now in or around the ruins, that 
indicates a former abundant supply of water. The water was 
brought from the great fountain Ar’ar near Mar Musa, two hours 
distant in the northeast. 

Brummana is also a large village, lying upon the crest of the ridge, 
with a wide prospect west and east. An immense oak tree stands in 
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the middle of the village, and the palaces of the Emirs, are seen at a 
great distance in all directions. ” 





Je’emani River 


Arab Times: 

As the Arab invasion proceeded, many of the Druze families took 
over the mountain areas, including Beit Mery, Brummana, and Ras el 
Metn. They lived mainly in the higher towns, while places like Maska 
were considered farmland, worked by the local peasant population 
under the protection of the local Druze Lord. Eventually, the 
Abillama’a princes took over control of the Metn, and brought along 
with them the Aboujaoude clan that had been with them in Deir el 
Harf and Ras el Metn. There is no evidence the village had any Druze 
or Arab population during this period, with the local Christian 
population moving in and out as the events unfolded, including the 
Mamluke invasions that emptied many of these parts in the 1 300’s. 
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Their final consolidation to Aboujaoude villages came with the 1 7 th 
Century migration from Deir el Harf. 

Turkish Times: 

During the Turkish occupation, the Turks left the mountain to itself, 
under Druze control. However, their constant meddling in Lebanon 
eventually led to many civil conflicts in 1 840, 1 845, 1 860, which 
impacted Maska, Ghabeh and the neighbouring area which came 
under attack. At that time, many Aboujaoudes left the village to 
start other Aboujaoude enclaves in Jourat, Jal-el Dib, Bkennaya, and 
elsewhere. 

The Direct Turkish impact was mainly felt during the First World 
War, when Turkish desperation led them to confiscate food supplies 
everywhere, causing a famine exacerbated by locust invasions and 
Smallpox. Maska and Ghabeh were greatly affected by this. More 
than half the inhabitants died, with tens buried in common graves, 
for fear of infection. Saleem Naufal alone buried 50 people in 
Kherbet. 
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The Phoenicians And “Beil Rutnmana 

C-yltt •'Kjiiuruiii « (hr tra fwoptr (o miutat flfumnwu. they 
iMt Af-wt* Hi ij»mmj»i»l> 4 fun .0 HtumiMl a inntiv it* 

ItumnrvNU itir g.*l ol dt Hum J'wl 

till* Ur»*\t lltiinrMiu *ttfl 4 region I of wnhfvn l*»r\ d*i> took 4 
rHvrnt *cHx< oNc*i firm dm nl Mrrnptuiji Mil «imn norrr 
dncvmed ui Oirrulut flrumuni. E01 Mer» *xi {urtiaivti o iNr l*f of 
Aranu mm tte cement at St. Adioava <Kccirci< thr nrant of St AdnuMi 
uni iklmfuicnituviii wpimtrd firm if* noon or !injtmuiu^ I tut «k 4 
i.ttfVM 1.1 rtw fV*tu<u itir CttWA^rr*. Ih» UmJiiu-i ail oM<r> .«(»»• * fc 1 * 
v*n pMuN* ili.il Itw Ptwvmaao tin* pi' Ian) on jrrtvnk'gw ol «uti» 
rrm*nny up -U newt, item anewne Soman li*e 




The Ethronites (Al-Yaaltra) Based in Bmmmana 

Cyht film On at gmr* of A/iii ptwm «fx* lartVif tor alt acting ilipi akmg iKr IVmwi icjOvn 
the Kamaf «4 !»rr jvwwr gttn r lanr nl by tl«r rmlittr of He I at ntiiy B C tlrv took ahattaiK 
•motor pngfeiam m the Comae impve to nit jhtt mow ot mtem and milham Lrbjncn 
lift Ctrrcmiri but lerUr u ei on ih* mAanaartapi 10 fsvtrn irvnmttn ort .1 Ur* Hire rrgiam Turn moil 
torn ore locotod c Sjnnrv Hauoun 1l1un.11 and ivumiurca who* mrv luali a tort ta 111 It jC imi »WC 
Clifutuiu tranuarmnt ■ mto the cumml .Iwrh cat )l Artua>a for Hw virM CVlhMfcml 
Dm* Reman Fiujta-r ril/maiuMad »>• EiSviiinai otto 4 long wm in itw mM.tr ill itv Ant century A D 






tress.. A Church 

utfr. 

I 0 Jfw *|V «KO >li|Mkau4ttr 

t wim vm 
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* * 

mm* J* 4 rt«m« 


Brummana During the Roman Conquests ... 

Ihr lart irreurv R C ihr Remain >od«l la put an nut lo the jwio of the 
* L\n\ thr oattmsr <d &l BC thty hnirgn) tlw Ifrafm of I tar fortreun 

mi1u.it Mnmworu leipenotv ihr Phomcura and d w (trrmtca Pcrtnii mi m 

ivtgHs*fHxV fe H %aid that bnon unhcri ipeni ttmnnrt vacatiom m Rrtntnruna duv 
taodtr hniiLn denotation: and S^uuui Cana *»• **4 Jt Jufan Carter $mr pivuni to 
Hnrwnund't pnwcjKi 

Ottawa Of Palmyra 

ZuOapU >■ Z, ty>wfr Ar Zjrtmn Cumci & ftUrva * an^/aant 
n the twnn jf anwwx mxf .-nta ic-t^-we rcpva 5na 
UkjW i¥» flbnauu t» tfv 4m anmuy and n Jtr <0. ana l*mj 
a* email V ivmq iuiar Aon %U*o*<' *xtm 1‘Trwon aattvn 
fHnwrnri* rrmr pooevto amf arm»- *1 a-n> o-.i rrv» orwat 



AhMaradah‘\..The First Christians in Brummana... 

K 1 Ptr 6 th irniury A.P, j irnn 01 notWil Lrtunon Oetnit mdudry I-** feuai 

hfli « Mein uai nulls till In ihr rjrihu.nCt ihit cauird thr rnugrautn of 

.-rojw ki cii Rruumaw not owe agon wvnrdrd. but Hot turn waft thr Mwuncr* *h*> eo** 
ddlrrmt partr d Mount Irborvn oral Sme. (Wrryj thr Arab and Idirm entcutbon they 
j»i Rnmnunn before lhe> iiw*«i u» Amnaa. Qilau. Bhenaf and Red sTM«l* Arirrwjnli itrs 
•a* U*.»*n j« thr vtta fought thr Ottewyad and •Uf .mtJ arran Thr* wen 

awr (ktyn'ilid mo- the* undcaefcn oath thr lunfrnoh monvoaWt of Ihr cniudm «hc wrrr 
%Klr 10 (fa Ae*n thr leaden jni me kaigi of the Mnadah <e.tti».l ruler cn a hr, rsdr m thr 
truHulknt tnd prnuprnfy of Vfcun Lebanon Among llv* nvm tammii peruruiatn Ctnr ll'ijiu* 
’»j#ra of tta ratnmh Vmtiunna Mr«hr»i bur Hyifurnu Emr Sentosit 1 jnd fntr Ibrrra I. 




...The Drur in Brummana 

ita frtl hafl ol thr lllh tmturv Ihr (Vm: vaH lor Uhtv errad at dir >vrutt 
and m i*um Lrhar»t kmr rr»»V\1 bi IVoatmona 
fhr haiar, d Ldunin wt then fuvd on twlb VWrwr ail CVur 1 id ay an Thr hwli> 
Iteiumn ee LVu: and dir CfUMlfft Mi open and a iut rrnkr mu Jury* ntatt tfw (>* U ; kv<k 
enrr I hr 9ui Thr Unru iVtffOpttf a modd rriaitonrhp nub thr Mataddt n Mourn 
Ittunan ipartv.UKh In m* Mgh arul M»i4r Mrln Tlui trlatoi anprenml aitn tiir 
Maifuin i;\4uil»m| rtiirrrd lehrot and pUhA inuMnd tftr [he dur lo a doctmur 
txadltfl Niwrrr Ihr t»o ranimtont 


^Jhc Abbassids and the Mamlukes in Brummana... 

C^The Munknr. ory mum* gna^ itoa die Vabr Rnwinru thr> coo ip inyd rtir 
rjurni man c* thr Wditnm'jn ioa rtordwm Afrha mil Ueit rm ttrofv 
A wta bi) flu* 4iillUT«y ci Ihr Wtrodah {ihr MfWP H (f0«| (trm it.'imurr at Von 
.sultan llurlii to ihr mpktumrt d kind mounvt ant (ha Icundaiian of turn «m 
’Kj-hr> and *rm lootitet Tha lid Uwid lilt VNnttodi tu ntJura tlir lanmiUu 
>a: and dher Arab trior* to defeat tlwta Pnnmtuna thui vuLteitnl /onUuunn 
*11 tin thui uvn iimrd into 0 osnflld f*rt**rrti the Oirntuni |«u|tpitriotl K lltr 
vnnadenl and Ihf Pru: |«up{»»tTil by thr Mudrra 



... 1 307. Brummana a Desert for 200 years... 

1 IhX' ;ak1 I JO' Vat* king Saner headed four «ka> (Mllln Kesnwan pha wuilaap air 
- -l hie* fWm Vnmrh \>v icu»i .wl lira inouniar. id nntwm m louthem Motn rub..!^ tammanai 
dterne bank* took pU v m Am Smlar r I JO? nherr ihe Man4tV« Mbd and tfajdarnl n«; of k*r»«t 
iManatflei. Dnc. 9uuei see Whet Vi4m mKrllim md ct«a*«Unl mi itKuuti Owe tocjmr Wserlcd ima 
ti ,'v'ad* eucpi It Hon Vfanavi |lhr tarfathm or the AbtViaitMil. jrtnm ode miled r (!«■ lad tor a !«* ym 
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...1840. Brummana Burnt Again... 

Mn the first lull o» the 19th century, agncuflurr flourished m Rrunwruru srrvufturc. viniculture wheat are 
^ Olw aAurn, n jdriiiion to the ailturr of %tg cabin 

A *|° r rr * <rvtfd 00 cl«hng. rtcuks and leather In 18-10. Emir Rscbr II raised the taxes *v 

ejected tfwm by force, a tact that led to a confect between him and the AN-AM.im.vK bs advocates Theretore n 
the hmeral of Um Muhammad latter ol Abass ANAJ Lanvaj n Ras ll-Metn. the Enws. CtedJn and rrbevnn cbrM 
decked to n*H to Lmir Racbr ITs actions, and nominated Emr Haydar. son of Mrlhm Chehah. Ihnr novemcr 

r^'i. > mtT **** COaton, **'**"' "* North headed bs Voussel Bey karasn and in, 

ANAiLmvu. « the Metn and other partirs m Lebanon (at that lime Mount Lebancn ) And at that posed tr* 
AN AJ lanuat played an enportam pdilioi role through thee relationships wwh European routines 
therefore, to stop the rebefeon. Emir Rachir II sought the help ol the Ottomans who sent him 1 000 solders 
fwrve battles m^ied and were crowned bv the victory ol Enw Bachr over the AN Al lanuat some vitae. were tv-s 
iwiong wh Brumnurwi l*toctv thr general paten wm from I H2 till 1 85*1) 


cefifavu 



Qnjt"ttArji f/vrarve ftiwty fW Ui 

4 nftv at /Wty tom Ofuxmifei 

...1854, Brummana The Capital of the Christians _ 
"Ka em Makamiah”... 

t " : 3 V t,lf Onomans ruled Lebanon accordng to Vhel* Afendi Instrument* which ^ 
-^dvided Lebanon into two parts The southern pan was known as the Pm: 

*' J cm-Makamuh'. whereas the northern part was calrd the Chmlian "Ka cm Matusmah" 
headed by Bachar Ahmad Abi All amao who nude Bmmmjru the capital lor ye^s IKa it 
U^hmng center of VlPk and renowned famlir*. and played an afenratralive Me 
n» I 860 i battles and the ekminatwn ol the Ostncts' systein substituted by the Mutasantuh 

€n*r Bttctur 4 hmae3 AJt» At i s/uas 



a 

f 


Brummana’s history goes for Maska and Ghabeh, its nearest 

“suburbs” and farmland. 
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MASKA FAMILIES 


Maska, the source of most of the Aboujaoudes, has five sub-clans (“Jebb”). Its pull 
on the emotions of the family is strong, many (like us) with roots there consider 
themselves Maskawi’s first even though home is elsewhere. 

The Ghosn Branch: includes the author, the Fadlallah, Semaan and Matar sub- 
branches. “Famous” for their “sleepy” habits, many jokes told about them nodding 
off at get-togethers. They have family in Bmeryem, Falougha, Zalka, and Jal-El- 
Dib. 

The Khoury branch: inveterate “enemies” © of the Ghosn in local politics, 
including my friends the Bisharas and Toufics. Many of the Zalka and Jal-El-Dib 
Aboujaoudes descend from them. 

The Abi-Nader Branch: the Neutral party ©. Always conciliatory, would make 
good Peace Envoys if anybody is looking. Their “Baranda” (veranda), though, 
once caused a rauckus that included letters to President Chamoun in those days. 

The Abi Abdallah Branch, including the Sleimans, the “outsiders”, living on the 
outskirts and rarely involved with the local disputes. The Naufals are a branch of 
the Abi-Abdallahs, but allied by marriage to the Ghosns. You find many Adeles in 
all of them (Grandma on father’s side, Aunt, Grandma on mother’s side (who died 
also giving birth to Aunt Adele). Many Taminis (in Bmaryem, Maska), many Fares 
(Dad’s cousin, our cousins), revealing the names of common ancestors. 

The H7erhs are a distinct branch, their nick-name reflecting their stubborn nature, 
perhaps why they ally with the Ghosn “Daqheems”. 

The village is now no longer a pure Aboujaoude enclave, with many visitors living 
there, and a large permanent contingent of Tarshishis well interwoven. But the 
“Maska” spirit imbues everyone there, and stays strong across many miles and 
years, as in our case. 

The Maska Aboujaoude Clan, spread across the globe, in their own 3 villages in 
Lebanon, and hundreds around the world, proud of their valiant name and heritage. 
Their re-unions celebrate family and ties that bind, the one in the US we host an 
annual love fest. Their Bullaude brethren in South America, Abujawdehs in North, 
and Jaoudes and Boujaoudes in Europe and Australia a testament to the Lebanese 
urge to move, Phoenician blood untamed after millennia. Where Egypt got their 
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movie AbuGuda spies and Syria their TV police bad guy AbuGoda, we will never 
know ©. 


The immense effort by Charbel Semaan and Pierre Michel to revitalize the two 
villages Maska and Ghabeh is paying off handsomely. Charbel energetically 
leading the Maska Club and Aboujaoude Family activities, including the annual 
Picnic in Deir el Harf that draws over 2000 Aboujaoudes. Pierre investing Millions 
renovating the Church in Ghabeh, expanding its land, and Also helping Maska and 
Oyoun churches, a force for good engaged personally on the ground, watching the 
construction and “employing” village youths in his activities. 
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VILLAGE ALBUM 
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FADLALLAH IBRAHIM & ADELE NAUFAL’S FAMILY 


Grandpa Fadlallah, the town mayor in his days, his radio the first in the 
village causing a sensation (Genie in a box rumors). His first wife and son 
died in World War One, along with about half the population, from 
starvation and SmallPox. To boot, the Locusts came, and what they left the 
Turks took. He used to tell stories of following the Turkish Army animals to 
pick leftover wheat from their dung- that was the degree of desperation. His 
second wife, my Grandma Adele, a blonde beauty who spent her life quietly 
in the old house, famous for her crochet skills on which she spent many 
hours (we still have some of her gifts), tending the Anise tree at the door 
(her medicinal herb skills a lost treasure), threading the Onion rope (Tejdol) 
to hang for the winter stock, and cleaning the nearby street. When she 
used to brag that she raised 10 kids in just One room, her son (Uncle Hafiz, 
always with something to say) would say: “With one room you had 10 kids, 
it’s a good thing you didn’t have 3 or 4 rooms ©”. She died peacefully on 
the front porch, sitting on her favourite sofa, crocheting to the end. 

Grandpa, on his deathbed, asked for me specifically to stay over that night, 
woken up eventually by the hubbub ensuing when he passed away. 



Butros Issa and Nuhad Fadlallah, with Grandma Adele and Grandpa 
Fadlallah; Mansour (Butros’s Brother) on the left 
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Grandma’s Old house, sitting next to the “Wiaq” (heater) 



Olga Zahia 
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With Aunt Zahia and Joe. What’s with this Hat in every picture? 

Grandpa Fadlallah, married to Grandma Adele (Khattar and Khater’s 
sister), had 10 kids: Sons Sami, Hafiz and Henry; Daughters Leia, Olga, 
Zahia, Nuhad, Linda (RIP); Siham, Nadia. Zahia passed early (brain 
cancer), as did Olga (Ovarian cancer). 
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Grandma Adele, born in 1899, registered as Adele Naufal after their family 
Branch. Birthdates were not commonly recorded then, families typically 
carving the dates of the Children’s births on their “Yuk” (closets). Mom’s 
certificate shows Jan 1 1936, Jan 1 being a default date. 



Grandpa’s “Gembaz”, in Maska house 
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Grandpa Fadlallah Grandma Adele in front of the Old house 


My Grandpa’s famous heavy wooden dining table, where we were 
constantly reminded how he had been able on a challenge to lift it with his 
teeth in his youth. Many family events at that table which had seen 60 
years of history. 



Aunt Zahia Aunt Nuhad 
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Grandpa & Clan in front of the Old house, 1940’s; Nazih in Tarbouche 



Whole Clan at Linda’s Wedding; Dad, Grandpa, Grandma, Siham, Vic; 

Grandma Mhabbe right 
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Henry, Sami, Hafiz 

i 




In Younger days, Henry, Sami, Hafiz 
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Aunt Zahia 
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Aunt Siham with her nieces 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 52 


'Julio. 'Rultaude 

PARAGUAY 3521 - BUENOS AIRES 
TELEF. 84-4250 


\<\ 


-A 


u Jr> 

v y v sy ' 


VlFlEDOS Y OLIVARES 
MENDOZA 


OBRAJE - GANADERlA 
CHACO 




y " j * 






WJJ3e>.jr'«y>s' [ >jy ■ - y^* . c, * f c> L/-^ 

y>>0 ■>}& C- s.^vj^'vU^ 

)s?> **? y & J < > >i ' ; f » > 

C.^y 7 pv j-9 (*t- _ 

. ' v N ^uJ^i 319' ^ 

^ v / f ' ? ^ > v> vjp t ^ ^ C*-^. U/.^ 

f>v. >7 - , v 


/r’^y 


A long-lost cousin always present in our thoughts and discussions is 
Nasser, son of Tanios, brother of Fadlallah. The tipsy, happy boy 
jumped on a boat with his uncles Salim and Khater on a whim, and 
ended up in Argentina. The stories of his drunken humor abound. He 
always remembered Maska as it remembered him, but he never came 
back. His lands remain, almost public property now, and we built 
Sayydet el Karm on one of them. 
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SAMI FADLALLAH & MINERVA KHATTAR’S FAMILY 



Mom & the hugs you can never get back, with Eva and Sandra 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 54 


Father Sami Fadlallah (Chief Electrician at Zouk Mikhail) and wife Minerva 
(RIP) (daughter of Khattar); sons Salim, Tony, Joseph, Elie. Sami the 
oldest son of the Fadlallah clan, and a tough character in his days, now 
tending the gardens in Haqlet el Snowbra for his grandchildren. Minerva 
(Mono) also grew up in tough times, in their days lugging water in jugs from 
Al-A3ain and tending the cows and the fields. And they did it without 
complaining that there was no “Delivery Shisha” or that the “Sushi” they 
ordered was late ©. Those good old days are gone forever, but not 
forgotten. The debt we owe to that generation, for their hardships and 
sacrifice, thinking only of their family and their children, cannot be repaid. 
The best we can do is remember them fondly, as they loved us. 



Minerva with her Kids And her Husband 
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Dad, the incomparable Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 



Mom & Dad’s wedding; Grandpa Fadlallah behind, Asaad on right; Boulos left 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 56 



Simca - Family Car © 
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Mom telling the painter at our house, who was painting to the slow tune of 
“Ooooooof ya boooo zelooooof , if he could instead paint to the tune of “Ya 
Hwidal wida lakya” (a much faster tune ©). 

Mom washing our old-style record player in the sink, and miraculously the 
electronics cooperating and continuing to work. Those hands could do 
anything. Of course the selection was limited to 2 records we had for about 
20 years, so I pretty much memorized Sacha Distel’s “On Dit” and Neil 
Sedaka’s “Sweet Sixteen” (Neil being of Lebanese extraction). 

Mom’s beautiful rhymes and poetry, her education not enough for her to 
write down, but remembered and heartfelt. Me teasing her that she is 
leaving me and staying home, when I am going back to the US. 

My Aunt Alice admonishing me to stop interrupting to correct her story to 
eager villagers of how the US Army gave me a parade before I left to visit 
Lebanon, being a famous scientist and all- telling me I don’t know about 
these things ©. 
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My Dad’s jokes still remembered: He asks his father for 50 liras- His father 
says: 40, why 30, 20 is enough; here’s 10, 5 for you and 5 for your brother. 
Another: Grandpa telling Grandma in grand style in front of his guests: 
“Cook us up a dozen eggs” (while signaling only two with his fingers), and 
“three chickens” while signaling 1/2. Another: Raggedy man enters a 
restaurant, and orders a big meal; the owner, suspecting the guy can’t pay, 
asks him to leave. The guy says in a serious tone: “if you don’t feed me, I’ll 
do what my Father did”. The owner, fearing trouble, goes ahead and serves 
the meal. As the man is about to leave, the owner asks him: “By the way, 
what did your father do?” “He went home hungry”, the meek response. 

Dad’s constant challenge to build a house like his (multi-story) for 10,000 
Lebanese pounds- in his days worth $5000, now a mere $6, inflation not 
included. A lot of the labor was his and family’s. 


The 60 year old Fig Tree in the yard (remembered still by older immigrants 
here), tended by Mom, dying the same year she did. New hope springs 
eternal, though... a new one now grows, awaiting the grandkids. 
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r EiT 

Sandoura in back garden 



Tony Elie Joseph 
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Sami & Minerva 
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Sami Fadlallah 
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El Adra comes with the house from Day One 
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Sami & Minerva wedding, January 17, 1954 (with Badih Lahoud & Laurice) 
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HAFIZ FADLALLAH’S CREW 


Uncle Hafiz, wife Lodi (Miss Achrafieh), son Pierre (Lawyer and Real 
Estate). Uncle Hafiz an entrepreneur and character in his day, having 
worked in Kuwait and Abu Dhabi among other places. 


Uncle Hafiz’s rhymes often retold. When caught without money after having 
a delicious ice-cream with 3 friends, telling the waiter: “Dakhalna I’Kahwata 
Arbaa Shababa, Wa Nahno I’Ana bishakkin wa’rtiaba; Anadfaou Naqdatan 
Yabna I’Kirami, Am Nolqi I’hisaba ala I’hisaba” - the rhyme (we entered the 
Coffeshop 4 young men, and now we are in fear; Should we pay cash, or 
leave it in arrear) paying for the ice-cream. 


More impressive, but caused a church fight, is his rhyme to a deacon 
visiting from Brummana, which he recited as the people were leaving the 
Church: “Chou hal Shemmas El-Ejana, min aradi Brummana; Baddou 
Yekhdom el Eddas, w-ma byaarefsh el Abana” (Who’s this deacon from 
Brummana come, “Our Father” he cannot hum ©). 
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Uncle Hafiz is also known for generously partaking of public land ©, his 
building projects slowly inching onto the road or neighboring plots. When 
told by an inspector the Government allows building 40% of the property, 
he thanked him, and said that with the 100% of the property he owns, that 
makes 140% ©. Uncle is a character not to be repeated- His fancy ways 
and amusing plays astounding for a village boy of his time. 



Pierre and Uncle Hafiz 
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BEIT PIERRE HAFIZ 
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Zouzou & Pierrot 
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HENRY FADLALLAH’S CREW 


Fadlo 


Mimo 


Michi; Maro below 
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Michi, Tony & Jackie Sunshine 
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Herro & Mimo 


Micheline 
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Uncle Henry Fadlallah 
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BEIT FADLALLAH HENRY 



Little Henry Fadlo 
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Fadlo & wife Raymonda 
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Guy, Jackie, and Henry 
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LINDA FADLALLAH’S CREW 



Aunt Linda at her wedding with her sisters and brothers 



Fadi Naufal 
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Linda’s kids: Sons Nabil (Contractor), Fadi (Banker), Elie (Army), and 
daughter May (Teacher). Husband Michel Naufal (RIP). 



Linda and her full Gang - May, Nabil, Elie, Fadi 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 86 




Nuhad left, Joseph Eid (RIP) Right, Aunt Linda & Michel (RIP) center 
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Aunt Linda, Elie Cha’anini 


Uncle Michel Naufal 
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Elie’s brood 


Nabil with wife and daughter Paty 


Nabil’s kids also include sons Michel and Marc. 
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NADIA FADLALLAH’S FAMILY 



Aunt Nadia & me Aunt Nadia with Pierre 


Aunt Nadia married Emile Farah from Brummana, where they now live. Her 
sons Pierre (an executive in Kuwait), Halim (the handsome “Kennedy”) a 
singer and now businessman in Kuwait, Robert (an electrical contractor in 
Lebanon), and daughter Salma (m. Harfouche). 
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Carlos, Sara, Pierre Farah 
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Salma (Harfouche) & her Family (Edy & Karen); Pierre & our Patriarch 


Emile Farah 


Nadia Emile Farah 
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Aunt Nadia - they don’t make them like this anymore 
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A New “Kennedy”: Edy Harfouche (Salma’s son) & his family 
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Emil & Nadia’s wedding: best man brother George, Maid of honor 

sister Linda; 



Grandpa Salim far left 
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NUHAD FADLALLAH’S CREW 


Aunt Nuhad (RIP) and husband Butros Issa (RIP, manager at Casino du 
Liban), daughters Christina, Alexandra, and Suzie in Kfour, Kesrwan. 
Christina is a school administrator, Suzie a top Anesthesia professional. 



Uncle Butros with Pierre, Alexandra, Suzie, Christina 
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Aunt Nuhad and Butros Issa 



Nuhad with Mom in Kfour house 
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Aunt Nuhad 
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Alexandra & husband f. Ghanem 



Nuhad & Christina Pierrot son of Alexandra, with Sandra 
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Aunt Nuhad 
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Peter Ghanem, genius, musician, bon-vivante - Aunt Nuhad still lives 
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FARES BUTROS IBRAHIM’S FAMILY 



Grandpa Butros with me & my brothers: Cousin Pierre 2 nd from left 


Grandpa Butros, my Dad’s uncle, so skinny his name became a symbol of 
small stature, and his famous English test for us: “say Run Mouse Run, 
cause if you don’t Run, the Cat will Catch You”, which he learnt from 
Australian soldiers in WWII at their Chtaura Hotel stops near Zahle. When 
we learnt enough English to say it, we discovered he didn’t know what it 
meant ©. His Wife Adibi, Emm Fares, lived close to 100 yrs old, caretaker 
of memories in her house behind Grandpa’s. 
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Butros Fares Butros Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 

Uncle Fares (RIP), with sisters Yvonne and Marcel (RIP), our closest 
family, with Fares a business partner of uncle Hafiz in the early days. 
Fares’s son Butros a promising young man, now working as an engineer in 
Lebanon. 



Yvonne (with Aunt Linda) 
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Nadia with Marcel (right) 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 1 1 0 






rJ 


* 5 !!ss:u lUs r 

Pis.. . ”^18^18! , 


A|» 


sspsssr; 
5S *lr 


Butros with mom Antoinette and dad Fares; Grandpa Butros Below 
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Butros Fares Butros Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 
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KHATTAR NAUFAL’S FAMILY 


Grandpa Khattar (my Mom’s dad), tall and imposing, a gentle man finally 
felled by a leg injury (my first experience with bolted knees, a deadly 
infectious threat in those days). His wife Adele (died in Childbirth), with 
seven kids, Asa’ad, Laurice, Alice, Minerva, Adele, Renee, Rachidi. His 
sister Tamini married to Bmaryem (the Achkar clan). 

Aunt Rachidi and Aunt Rene (RIP), married to the Northern shore of 
Berbara, tough women and their children we spent many days with by the 
sea. Rachidi now fighting Parkinson’s disease, but still has her iron grip 
from years of hard work now forgotten by softer times. Khattar’s daughters 
also included Minerva (my mom), Adele (m. Yaacoub; named after her 
mom who died in childbirth), Alice (m. Rachid AJ, lived in the Maska 
Church house in summer), and Laurice (m. Abdo Sleiman). Khattar’s only 
son Asaad, but then, what a son ©II. Khattar’s brothers Khater (in 
Argentina, son Edward a general) & Monsignor Butros. 
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RACHIDI’S CLAN 



Edmund Nader/Tannous (RIP) & Farid Nader/Tannous (Rachidi’s son) 
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Sandra & Eva with Aunt Rachidi 

Rachidi’s kids include son Farid, and daughters Therese and Marcelle. 
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ALICE’S CLAN 



Cousin Samir Rachid, with Eva Salim Sami and Kiko Salim Rachid 



Rochdi Samir Rachid (with Sami Elie Sami) 
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Salim Kiko Salim Salim (RIP) & wife Siham 


Salim Rashid 


Kiko Salim 
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Sisters: Mono (Minerva), Laurice, Adele, Alice; Aimee 
in between 


Alice’s kids include Samir (wife Juliette, sons Rochdi & Mario, Daughter 
Roula), Salim (wife Siham, son Christian), and Samira (husband Tony 
Hanna). 
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RENEE’S CLAN 



Ramzi Mansour Assaf Nadine, Ramzi & Fouad Assaf 



Fadia, husband & daughters at Toti’s first communion Renee Izabella (Fadi) Assaf 

Renee’s kids: Mansour (Kids Ramzi, Fouad, Nadine), Fadi (daughter Renee in 
Australia), George, Fadia (Daughters Marianne & Christina). 
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Rene Izabella Assaf, bint Fadi, & her family in Australia 



The great Salim Naufal, My 
Mom’s uncle. In World War one, 
almost 100 years ago, when 
one third of Maska’s people 
perished from Small Pox, and 
everyone was afraid to be 
infected from touching the 
dead, he single-handedly 
buried 50 people in a remote 
part of Kherbet. I am named 
after both him and my father 
uncle Salim (who went to 
Argentina). 
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ASSAD KH ATTAR & FAMILY 
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Uncle Asaad in youth - H7ertek 


Carine & Simon 


Mia 


Mertek Ho ©- Asaad with Adele 
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Khattar, Florence, Asaad TonyAsa’ad 
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Mia Asa’ad (with Tony Emile & Greta) 


Assad’s wife Andre; Kids: Sons Khattar, Tony; Daughters Florence 
(Frulance to Asaad ©; m. Jean Yammine), Carla (Lallia to Asaad ©; 
husband Simon Semaan), Dolly (m. Fadi Youssef), Mia (m. Elie Choueiry). 
Uncle Asaad famous for his tall stories and good singing voice. Khattar’s 
kids include Don Christ, Karl/Don Carl & Christa Reine. 
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Jean Yammine Florence Yammine (bint Asa’ad Khattar) 



Carla & Daughters Natasha & Carinne Christa Reine Khattar 
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Mia, Stephanie, Elie, Steven Choueiry 


Andre & Tony at Rita’s daughter Engagement party 
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Don Christ Khattar 


Karl Khattar 



Carine, Natasha & Simon Simon (Carla’s kids) 
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Jack Yammine, son of Florence Asa’ad Khattar 
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Mono and Asaad, and his trademark “Ho”’ 
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ABDO SLEIMAN & LAURICE KHATTAR’S FAMILY 



Uncle Abdo Sleiman, my wife’s dad, and his stories of old Viziers and Kings 
always entrancing, his sweets awaited by the kids in the village. His habit of 
writing memoirs preserved many stories of the old times, his “will” to his 
daughters something to treasure. 

Abdo’s kids include Tony (el Harf) in Lebanon, Joseph and Sleiman (NJ, 
USA), Daughter Juliette wife of Samir Rachid, Antoinette (previously in 
US), and my wife Karime in New Jersey. 


Uncle Hafiz & Uncle Abdo Sleiman; Alice, Gilbert, Laurice & Karime 

Grandpa Butros, my Wife’s uncle, a character, master of backgammon and 
Trumps (only trumped by his brother Abdo’s insane bets that always 
seemed to work - of course scratching his head while showing his cards to 
his partner didn’t hurt ©). 
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The Clan: Uncle Abdo, Rolla, Joe, Ghassan, Sleiman, Karime, Joe, 
Uncle Butros; Therese, Aimee, Raymond, Tony, Rochdi) 



Uncle Butros Sleiman Daughter Gilbert 
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Juliette, Karime; and Marie-Claire Chocair 
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Laurice -“Shakra” with Tony 
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Antoinette 
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TONY ABDO SLEIMAN (EL HARF) 



Tony el Harf & Family- wife Therese, daughters Antoinette, Christina, Marianne 
(Mari-One, Chris-Tani and Tloti © - yes Marianne?) 
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BEIT JOSEPH ABDO SLEIMAN 
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Sandra Joseph with Kids in New Jersey Park 
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SLEIMAN ABDO SLEIMAN FAMILY 



Zena Sleiman (Foster) with Jennifer and Karime 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 143 



Sleiman & wife Mireille (Ojail) 


Sleiman a contractor in New Jersey. His daughter Zena lives in New 
Hampshire (bayya Hamshary kamaan ©). Grandpa Sleiman below. 
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BEIT AMIN SALIM NAUFAL 




Salim Amin & wife Fairuz; Joseph Amin below 


Amin’s kids include Fawzi (RIP) (his Children George, Naila, Nada in London; 
Daughter Najwa died from a shell wound during the war); his flute playing 
lengendary; Raymond (RIP) (kids:Tony, Johnny, Gladys (m. Jean Atallah)); Salim 
(Brummana Boutique, daughter Joanna, wife Fairuz, sister of Akl’s wife Vida); 
Joseph (ex-IBM director), Amal wife of Mukhtar George Amin; Jacqueline wife of 
Jamil Rustum in Kherbe, Francoise (married Joseph el-Sheikh; son Elie now in 
Beit Meri), and Raymonda (m. Sami Barakat). Amin’s wife Fahimi is my mom’s 
maternal aunt (being the sister of grandma Adele Ghaleb, “Khalo” Edmond 
Ghaleb, and Chafica in Zalka). 
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BEIT FAWZI AMIN 



Nada & Naila with Karime in London George Fawzi 
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Roy ibn Nayla Naila & George in London 
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Grandma Emm-Edmond (Khalo Edmond); with Najwa on her left; Elie 
& Marianne (Francoise’s kids) in front; at Yolla Eid’s first communion 
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BEIT RAYMOND AMIN 



Raymond Tony Raymond & Fiancee 



Rose, Raymond’s wife 
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Samara (Nayla’s Daughter) Gladys (Raymond’s daughter) 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 1 54 






Elie Sheikh ibn Francoise (with Salim Amin) 


Francoise 


Raymonda 


George, Nayla & Amal 
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BEIT NE’EMTALLAH 



Michel Ne’Bemtallah 



Elie Michel Anias 
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George Ne’emtallah 


Beit Ne’emtallah, of the Abu-Abdalla clan, include Michel, George 
and Anias (RIP) & Michel’s son Elias. Anias was a fun character, gone 
too soon. 
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EMILE YOUSSEF SEMAAN & SIHAM FADLALLAH’S FAMILY 



Raymond & Kids - Charles, Mathieu et Julie 
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Uncle Emile, Siham, & Kids; Also showing Henry’s Kids 


Uncle Emile’s (RIP) kids include Raymond (chief Civil Engineer in Paris), 
Richard (entrepreneur, Paris), Tony (you name it, Lebanon), and Roland 
(Electronics, Lebanon). You don’t mess with those tigers - Tony’s kids bit 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 1 59 


*1 1 


their dog when he annoyed them - the dog is seeing a psychiatrist now ©. 
Aunt Siham’s specialty for her favorite nephew: Sharab el Tout ©. Cousin 
Tony is “The Wild One”, with his trick-a-minute style, convincing fellow 
workers that the Tiles they were cleaning would melt in the bathtub where 
they had put them, getting them to quickly dry them one by one, thankful no 
damage was done (except to their unwitting pride). 



Toni, Richo, Raymond, Roro; Roland’s Gang below; grandma Melvina 
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Four Tigers 
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3amti Sousou (Siham) 
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BEIT RAYMOND EMILE 



Siham & Grandkids - Julie, Mathieu et (© keef?) Charles Raymond 
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Charles est bien, mais Mathieu est mieux ©; avec Jolie Julie 
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BEIT TONY EMILE 
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Tony & Greta, with Catherina 
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Emilio Tony Emil Youssef Semaan 
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Ricardo Tony Emile Youssef Semaan 
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BEIT RICHARD EMILE 



Richo & wife Sophie; beautiful Clara below 
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Jan Richard Emile Youssef Semaan 
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BEIT ROLAND EMILE 
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SEMAAN YOUSEF SEMAAN 


Uncle Semaan, a dynamo in his Eighties, running us ragged while touring 
the US trying to keep up with his energy and drive. I remember him during 
a visit with us to the Statue of Liberty, in his eighties, going up and down 
the stairs, while us younger “softies” stayed behind. He swam daily in 
Tabarja beach, even in cold weather. 

His Church service was memorable, not least for cutting it short when in a 
hurry ©, driving Abouna Najib crazy. His voice was magnificent. His Kids all 
superstars: Charbel runs a major Architecture firm (and the Maska Club); 
Salim a well known Doctor in Indiana; Edward a renowned Eye Doctor in 
Delaware. Daughters Blanche (married to Khalil Farid in Florida), Marie- 
Reine (married to Dr Elie Hasbani). 



©55A 


Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 1 81 




Aunt Georgette; Edward 
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Whole Clan at their 50 th Wedding Anniversary 
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BEIT SALIM SEMAAN 



X 


Salim Semaan’s Daughters Christina and Maria 
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Salim with wife Zena and Daughters Maria and Christina 
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Simon Salim Semaan (with To to, Elie Sami & Edward Semaan) 


Pulmonary Medicine 

Dr. Abou Jaoude is board 
certified in Sleep Medicine, 
Internal Medicine, Critical Care 
Medicine, Pulmonary 
Disease. His specialties include 
Sleep Medicine, Sleep Disorders 
& Critical Care Medicine. 

Dr. Salim Abou Jaoude is an 
internist in Lafayette, Indiana. 
He received his medical degree 
from American University of 
Beirut Faculty of Medicine and 
has been in practice for 29 
years. 


Salim Semaan Abou Jaoude MD, FCCP 
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BEIT CHARBEL SEMAAN 



Charbel Semaan 
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Charbel & wife Rebecca Nasr 


Charbel is our energetic village leader, running the Tawiyat wal Intilaq club, 
and organizing activities for the kids. He is a respected business leader as 
well, running a major architecture firm employing many from the 
neighborhood. His new Olive Farm in the Bekaa is also a novel approach 
for Lebanon agriculture. 

He is very active also in the Aboujaoude Association, representing Maska, 
and organizing the annual picnic in Deir el Harf attended by thousands, as 
well as participating in our USA Picnic, and helping our Aboujaoude 
brethren in Syria, Jordan, Africa and elsewhere connect. 
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Marc & Lara’s Baptism 
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Charbel, wife Rebecca Nasr, Marc & Lara 
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BEIT EDWARD SEMAAN 



Edward, wife Mireille, parents Georqette & Semaan 

~ i ; M ^ B /■ r 

Edward is a famous 
Eye Surgeon in the 
Delaware, USA, 
winner of many 
awards. He is very 
generous with his 
support for family in 
need, and a 
dynamic friend 
indeed. Wife Mireille 
Rayess, and three 
daughters. 



Young Edward with Roland 
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Edward & Mireille 
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BEIT ADEEB YOUSSEF SEMAAN 


Uncle Adib’s & Tant Labibi’s (RIP) kids: Joseph (PhD professor at AUB); 
Pierre (Hotel Management, Dubai); Daughters Blanche (Charbel Toufic’s 
wife); Margo, Gladys & Rima (Abdalla Romanos’ wife in Florida, USA). 



A3mmi Adeeb (RIP) Margo 
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Beit Adeeb Bldg; Beit Mikhail left 
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BEIT PIERRE ADIB 



Pierre Adeeb & Family 
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BEIT JOSEPH ADIB 



Our young Dynamo Adeeb Joseph & wife Elyssa (bint George 
AbouRadi, from Jourat, a good BHS friend) 



Joseph Adib & wife Daad Joe Adib Joseph Adib 
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BEIT KARIM YOUSSEF SEMAAN 




Anne Karim Jaude & Gabrielle Carlos 


Karim 


Gisele Karim 


Uncle Karim’s son Carlos runs a computer business in Texas. Uncle Karim 
runs a successful real-estate business in Los Angeles. Karim well known in 
Lebanon & abroad for his major contributions as our first business 
superstar in the village, of Crazy Horse, Cosmos fame among others. 
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Isabelle Carlos Carlos & wife Mary 
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Karim’s family with Antoinette’s family in California 


Uncle Karim has worked in Lebanon, Iran (Kish Island Casinos in the 
Shah’s days), and now is doing big real-estate business in Los- 
Angeles, California. His Crazy Horse night-club was a famous 
hangout of the famous and well-connected elite; his Marrouche 
restaurants a house-hold name. He employed many from the village, 
and helped many in the US. He was always a gentleman’s 
gentleman- a leader, enterpreneur, and family man. 
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Mr Cool, aka Karim Youssef Semaan 
Crazy Horse, Lucky Luke, Cosmos, Marrouche, Beirut, Iran, California 
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BEIT MAURICE YOUSSEF SEMAAN 




Marwan Maurice (right), with Carlos Karim 


Maude & mom Josephine 
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Uncle Maurice’s kids include Marwan in Lebanon, and Marc in 
Boston, US, who runs a multi-national computer company (PM-Web) 
employing many in Lebanon and the US. Daughters Mouna, Maha, 
Mirna & Maude. 




Marwan’s family (wife Mimo, son Mike, with Tony Siham’s kids) 




* 


Marc & Mike Marwan Maurice 


Uncle Maurice 
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BEIT ANTOINETTE YOUSSEF SEMAAM - MAROUN 


Aunt Antoinette lives in California with daughter Carole and son Charles, an 
executive in his cousin Marc’s PM-Web company. I remember her son 
Bernard (RIP), on non-stop joke tests on Uncle Emile’s stairs, before his 
tragic death. 



Carole (bint Antoinette) Maroun-Aboujaoude & husband Imad 
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BEIT NASSIF 




Nodding off early a famous trademark - a story told about uncle Boulos 
and brother Nassif lugging a heavy box from Jounieh on the shore to their 
house in the mountain. Boulos: “Nassif, you just carry the box from Jounieh 
to Brummana, and I will carry it all the way from Brummana to Ghabeh, 
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from Ghabeh to Chehhara (Mary statue), from Chehhara to Dekkan Abou 
Amin, and from Dekkan Abou Amin home”. Nassif jumps at this proposal, 
and proceeds to carry the load the 18 miles up the mountain to Brummana, 
while Boulos carries it downhill the Vz mile to their home, passing all the 
minute stations he had enumerated ©. 



Vida wife of Akl; Akl (with Fairuz, Vida’s sister, wife of Salim Amin) 



Me3allem Akl 
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Nassif Elias Tanios 


Uncle Nassifs kids: “Estaz” Elias (teacher, partly at our erstwhile village 
school), Akl (Carpentry), Anis (Telephones), and sister “Beno” (married to 
Ghosn (RIP) from Jall-elDib). 



Uncle Boulos on the right; Henry & Mimo left Tony son of Beno & Ghosn 
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BEIT ANIS NASSIF 



Caroline, with husand Karim Haddad & son Marc 
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Boulos Caroline 



Anis’s Daughters, Patricia & Amalia, with Maya 
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Anis (with Butros Hanna); that’s where we get the reputation © 
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Paul Anis Nassif 
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Patricia Anis & her Mom Marie 


Amalia & Caroline Anis 




Anis’s kids: son Paul; Three daughters (Caroline, Patricia, Amalia) 
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Anis with his Grandkids 
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BEIT BUTROS TOUBIA 



Fouad George Fouad 


Butros Toubia & wife Nassibi’s kids include: Fouad (RIP) (Children Joseph, 
George, Tony, Josephine, Nawal, Amal); Samir (RIP), Joseph (RIP); Farid 
(RIP); Najla (RIP); Sheik Munir, real estate mogul and village leader, with 
son Pierre; 



Joseph Butros Samir Butros 
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Bottom: 

Nassibi 

and 

Boutros 
Toubia, 
with kids 
Badih (in 
hands), 
Fouad, 
Farid, 
Najla; Top 
left: 

Souad 
Metri 
sister of 
Raji (head 
of Roffle 
Clan in 
Buffalo & 
Nassibi’s 
father); 
bottom 
left: Raji & 
Margaret 
Jones 


Left: 

Nassibi 

with all 

her kids, 

Fouad 

(his son 

Joseph’s 

lookalike) 

, Farid 

(son 

Jaode’s 

lookalike) 

, Badih, 

Samir, 

Joseph; 

Muneer, 

Najla 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 223 



©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 224 




BEIT FOUAD BOUTROS TOUBIA 




Uncle Fouad 



Joseph with son Charbel, & Elie Ha ge (son of sister Amal) 


Uncle Fouad lived in the family 
home (Beit Butros Toubia, at the 
entrance to Maska). His son 
Joseph, a good friend, also lived 
in an apartment nearby (Benayet 
Munir - one of many his uncle 
Munir built in Maska) - he 
passed away last year. Fouad’s 
grandson, Fouad, now works in 
Dubai. The name lives on. 
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FARID BUTROS TOUBIA & ANGEL’S FAMILY 


Uncle Farid, house right next to Church, his kids our friends in Lebanon 
and US (Kamal, Jaoude, Khalil, Elie (at ATT), Therese). You can’t find 
better people. 



Tant Angel (left) with Samir’s wife Laila 
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Uncle Farid, Elias, Christian (Elie’s kids), Angel 


Uncle Farid’s kids include Kamal, owner of Buffalo’s largest printing 
company; Jaoude, a senior Manager in New Hampshire; Khalil, a senior 
Manager with Siemens in Florida; Elie, a manager at IBM in New Jersey; 
and Therese, a senior manager with Xerox in Rochester, New York. Aunt 
Angele is now in Rochester as well. Elie’s son (Elias Farid) is studying law 
in the UK. Kamal’s son is studying Medicine in Buffalo. 



Buffalo Clan 
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Buffalo Clan; Jaoude & Charbel horsing around below 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 228 



Uncle Farid joked with Badih in Buffalo that he should pour concrete for his 
house in the US (made of wood), before he himself moved into one ©. 
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Buffalo Kids (left) 
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mm 



Farid’s Family Tree ©; Samir’s wife on left 
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BEIT ELIE FARID 


Christian & Elias Elie Farid; Elie’s Family below 
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Christian Elie Farid Butros Toubia 
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BEIT JAOUDE FARID 



Jaoude’s Clan in New Hamphire (Saar Hampshary min Jadd) 
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Jaoude’s Bunch 


Jaoude, Maria & Daughter Veronica; Nicole Therese, Veronica 

Rachelle, Angela Maria 





BEIT KHALIL FARID 




Khalil & Blanche 


Melanie & Michelle 
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BEITTHERESE FARID 



Therese Leni w/Robert & son Frank 


Therese is a senior manager at Xerox Corporation in Rochester New York. 
Her husband Robert Leni is a lawyer. 
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BEIT BADIH BUTROS TOUBIA 




Badih’s Clan (Charbel, Taqla, Aida) 


Uncle Badih, the host of Buffalo, is still alive in Charbel’s face (now in 
Dubai), and his daughter Taqla (in NYC). Many from Maska passed thru his 
house, his generosity and good humor a legend still remembered. 
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Buffalo crowd: Mom, Uncle Farid, Badih, Angel, Khalil, me, Elie Farid, 
Maureen, Brother Elie crouching; Badih & Eva below; young Charbel 
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Seeing Charbel, and seeing Badih - Meen Khallaf ma maat; Young Badih 


William “Buck” Roffle, Ruphael 
Roffle & Badih in Buffalo 
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Pierre Munir (with George Yaacoub left) 


Sheikh Munir is an active community leader, helped now by his Kids 
Pierre & Elie. His Daughters: Marlene married to Alexis Rizkallah, 
Cosette, Rita, & Fifi married to Marcel Makhoul (RIP). Munir built 
many building around the village and in the area, and it is hard to 
pass a street without a “Benayet Munir” ©. 



Cosette Munir Rita Munir 
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AUNT NAJLA & MICHEL ABU FADEL’S FAMILY 



Charbel, Amal wife of Jihad & their mom Rachidi 


©55A 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 249 



Aunt Najla (bint Boutros Toubia), married to Uncle Michel from Falougha, 
has two sons, Adballah and Jihad, and Daughters: Leila (wife of Nazih), 
Ferial (wife of Nadim Mazloum), Jacqueline, Elham & Maguy. 

Aunt Najla went to Buffalo to visit son Abdalla & Uncle Badih there. She 
passed by us in New Jersey a few times- her kindness and good humor 
always well remembered. Her son Abdallah was one of the first to follow 
me to the US (him and Khalil being the next in the new wave of student- 
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immigrants). Me & Abdallah were the “Camel Jockeys”, according to Uncle 
Buck (a US replica of Khali Asa’ad ©), Aunt Rose’s brother in Buffalo. 

Abdallah was my companion in those early immigrant days in the US, going 
to Lebanese conventions all over, including a visit to Olean, where we lost 
him after the start of the “Hafle” and kept joking he must have gotten “lucky” 
already, only to find him in the bathroom at the end, Olean food not suiting 
his stomach ©. 



Aunt Najla - Maguy on left, Elham on right, with Karime; Fayez Klass 

(Jacqueline’s husband) on far left. 
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BEIT JIHAD MICHEL 



Amal, Rita & Elie Jihad 



Jihad & son Michel, Daughter Rita 


Jihad ibn Tant Najla, known for his love of racing cars, of course ends up 
with a son that is a racing car champion. 
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Young Jihad with the whole clan at Jacqueline’s wedding 



Jihad and his Car 
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BEIT ABDALLAH MICHEL 



Abdallah Ibn Najla with son Elie; Falougha-Maska Tarnib Match 
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Abdallah’s Clan in Buffalo; wife Sanaa, Daughters Josiane & Eliane, 
son Elie ; Sanaa sister Hanaa & husband Butros Sebaali showing left 



Now and then 
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Now its their turn 
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BEIT NADIM MAZLOUM 





Nayla & Mom Ferial (bint Najla & Michel) 


Nadim married Ferial, aunt Najla’s daughter, and settled in Maska on the 
road to Oyoun. His son studies now in Buffalo, USA. 
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BEIT BISHARA SASSINE & EMILY KHOURY 


Uncle Bishara & Tant Emily’s kids include Elie, founder of Teledata, 
Lebanon’s largest Computer company; Roger, VP at AT&T in Dallas, 
Texas; Robert, manager of a large butcher-shop in Zalka; Eddie, Senior 
manager at HP in Oklahoma; Lilly, cafeteria owner in Lebanon. Young 
Maggie passed away too soon. Aunt Emily known for her strong melodic 
voice in Church. Uncle Bishara ran a pig farm at the bottom of the village. 
His sisters include Foutine (Elias Naoum’s wife) and Warde (Abdallah 
Rashid’s wife); his brothers Daoud, Abdo and Youssef. Daoud’s kids 
include Joseph, a doctor at Hotel Dieu & Ghada (married, living in France). 
Abdo’s son Saseen, married to Miniola, has a son Emad (m. Carol 
Maroun), & daughters: Carol, Chantal & Esmehan. 



Elie Bishara & wife Yolla 
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Uncle Bishara Sassine & Aunt Emily 
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BEIT ELIE BISHARA 



Elie’s Crew 



Bisha Elie Bishara Sassine & wife Nahid 
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Bisha & Elie 



■ ■ II ■ n i C M'HFI 

Nahed, Bisha, Karen, Yolla, Emily, Elie, Roland Adem, Akram 

Khoury, Lina Adem 
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Ely Bishara Elie Bishara Sassine 
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BEIT ROBERT BISHARA 



Dory Robert AJ; with Parents Robert & Nawal, and sister Jenny below 
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Robert Bishara with Daughter Joyce & Granddaughter 
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BEIT ROGER BISHARA 



Amanda & Andrew 



Roger, Hala, Amanda, Andrew 
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Andrew Roger Bishara Sassine 
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BEIT EDDIE BISHARA 



Eddie Bishara; bye bye Robert’s Datsun below © 



©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 274 



aajtx 



The Stages of Eddie © 


Eddie is now in Oklahoma, a director at HP. That Datsun he wrecked was 
our gang’s transportation, Robert being our guide to hidden corners of 
Beirut, including al Zahra 24 hour Cinema and other neighboring attractions 

©. 
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BEIT NASSIB 
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Rania Raymond (Achkar) with kids-son Ralph Remy Raymond 






Roula & Rania 


Emm Raymond 
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Raymond’s kids include Daughters Roula, Rania, and Remy, and son 
Roland. Raymond’s “Malhamet” (butcher shop) must be the smallest in the 
world, but it raised a beautiful family. His mother Therese the sister of 
Nassib Azar & Saydet. Sister Claudine (m. Gabriel Khairallah). 



Roland Raymond Nassib 
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BEIT FARES YOUSEF FARES 




Tony Elias Yousef Fares & his sisters 
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Colette & Kamal Yolla (Aad) 

Uncle Fares’s (nephew of Bouna Hanna) kids: Colette, wife of Kamal Farid 
in Buffalo, NY; daughter Yolla; son Joseph now also in Buffalo. Sister 



Maroun Aad with Grandpa Elias Youssef Fares 
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Yolla & family Aad above; Aunt Rafqa with son Joseph & son-in-law 
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BEIT ASAAD GHAWI 



Asaad Ghawi with Grandson Salim “Sico” at ITK Championship 



Salim with sister Christine, Maroun’s kids Grandma Takla 
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Maroun Asaad Ghawi, at Christine’s wedding; Sico right 

Asaad Ghawi’s house is across from the “3ain”, Maska spring. His 
grandson Salim a TaeKwonDo champion. Granddaughter Christine 
recently married Tony Albert. 
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BEIT EDMOND YOUSSEF AMIN 


Uncle Bou-Edmond lived on the Oyoun road, right after the 3ain. His 
daughter Izabelle is married to Makhoul Rustom. His son Edmond has also 
passed away, and the Edmond house is now closed. 



Youssef Amin (Bou Ed mond); Emm Edmond; Edmond below 



Edmond was unfortunately handicapped, 
but still managed to drive a taxi car, 
taking the village folks all over. Elie Farid 
told me a story about Edmond and 
Mansour (both handicapped) in 
Edmond’s car, when someone cut them 
off, and came to pick a fight. Edmond and 
Mansour were big guys, despite their 
handicap, and as the guy approached, 
Mansour asked Edmond loudly: “Me7hrzi 
nenzal” (is it worth it for us to go down 
©), at which the guy, seeing their size, 
and not seeing their handicap, ran back 
to his car and disappeared. I miss both of 
them, struggling against great odds, but 
always kind and good humored. 
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BEIT YOUSSEF BISHARA 



Phillipe Youssef, now and then 

Uncle Youssef lived in Akron, Ohio for a while. His kids Elie & Phillip grew 
up in Lebanon. Elie is now in Arizona, Phillipe still in Maska. How they got 
the “Madi” and “Picon” nick-names is a village secret ©. 



Jerome with mom Caroline & Dad Elie Youssef 
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BEIT ELIE YOUSEF BISHARA 



Elie’s Kids - Janine, Jerome, Joseph 



Caroline, Jerome, Janine, Elie, Joseph 
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ELIAS NAOUM’S FAMILY 




Emm Naoum (Foutine) Uncle Elias Naoum 
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Sonia & Family (husband George Antoun AJ) 


Elias Naoum & Foutine’s kids include: Naoum (Teacher and 
Philosopher, wife Alice), Tony (Car parts business), Kamal (Beik ©) 
(my childhood friend, director in the “Daman” (Social Security 
Administration) in Beirut), Suhail, Salim (government), Riad (now in 
Texas with son Dani and daughter Sylva), and daughters Sarnia & 
Sonia. Kamal’s kids include Jimmy and Joseph. Foutine is Bishara 
Sassine’s and Warde Abdallah Rashid’s sister. 
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BEIT KAMAL ELIAS NAOUM 



Kamal & wife Gizelle Bishara at Jimmy’s Graduation 



Jimmy Kamal & his sister Joanna 
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Jimmy Kamal Beik Elias Naoum- Heyk el Shabab walla Bala 
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BEIT RIAD ELIAS NAOUM 



Riyad’s Clan at Roger’s in Dallas: Sylva with husband and son & 
daughter, Danny & wife; +Emily Elie Bishara 



Danny & wife, Sylva, Riad 
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Riad Elias Naoum, with Maguy (RIP), Sylva, & Dani 


Riad, our village “Detective” and teller of tall stories, married to 
Maguy Bishara who passed away too young. His kids went with him 
to the US where he visited with us, and re-established himself, 
working in the New Brunswick Police department. 


His son Dany is an Engineering manager now in Dallas, Texas. 
Daughter Sylva was an Accenture consultant, now living in Dallas as 
well, where Riad has moved after retirement. Dallas now is a 
stronghold for Beit el-Khoury ©, with Roger, Riad, Dani, Sylva, and 
with Eddie and Dory within driving distance in Oklahoma and 
Wichita, Kansas. The nearest Beit Ghosn fort is in Arizona (Elie I- 
Madi ©). 
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BEIT TONY ELIAS NAOUM 



Tony Elias Naoum & wife Marie 



Kamal & wife Yolla, Tony & wife Marie 
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Roni Tony Elias Naoum & Family Pauline Tony & Family 


Elie Tony 
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BEIT SUHAIL ELIAS NAOUM 



Sohail & wife Mariella Aoun; (Daughter Christelle below) 
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BEIT NAOUM ELIAS NAOUM 



Esso (Esperance Sarnia) Naoum & Daughter Melanie 
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Naoum Elias Naoum (m. Alice Safar) Elie Naoum Elias Naoum 


Patricia & Elie Patricia Naoum (m. Jean Youssef) 



Elio & Melodie; Elie Naoum’s children 
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BEIT YOUSEF FARES & ELAINE 



Georqe Yousef Fares 


Abdo Youssef Fares 


Elie Yousef Fares (left; nicknamed 7Halab ©) Samira Rouhana 
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Edwin George Yousef Fares 

George (Elaine ©) (son Edwin, Daughter Elena), Elie (Halab ©) (son Alain) 
and Abdo live at the Maska crossroads. Sister Samira (m. Rouhana). 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page B05 



©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page B06 



©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 307 




©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page B08 


THE “HERHS” (MIKHAIL & NAZIH FAHID’S FAMILIES) 



Grandpa Fahid & wife 

Fahid was married twice... the second time “informally”. The second 
marriage brought us uncle Mikhail, Nazih, & Marinka. 

Fahid’s house is at the Maska intersection, where Mikahil’s kids and 
Nazih now live. His “Baranda” is famous in the village, having caused 
a fight that reached president Chamoun at the time ©. Otherwise 
the Herh’s, as the clan is called, are a peaceful bunch. Najib now 
lords it over the village entrance from his new “Baranda”, an 
“Argulieh” always at the ready. Their store is the village grocery, and 
their on & off “Furn” also a favorite. Hadi ibn Nazih is the village 
“Ladies man” - at least since Tony Albert retired ©. 
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BEIT NAZIH 



Nazih and Leila 
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Nazih’s clan: wife Leila (bint Najla), sons Hisham and Hadi, Daughter Jihan 



Charles & Jihane AbouJaoude Wazen & family (Daughter of Nazih & Leila) 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 31 1 



BEIT MIKHAIL 



Amal Mkhail 



Elie Mikhail w Milo Abdo Mikhail 
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Sister JeanDarc 


Mikhail 


Najib’s family, Hoda on left, Fadi’s wife in middle 
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Tant Hoda, with her Girls; Marie Mikhail & Marinka below 



Mikahil’s sons include Najeeb, 
Fadi, Elie, and Abdo. Daughters 
include Sarnia, Souad, (Sister) 
JeanD’Arc, Amale, Marie. Mikhail’s 
sister Marinka (RIP).The Family is 
more popularly called by their 
nick-name, the 7her7hs ©, origin 
unknown ©, like all village 
nicknames. 
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BEIT DEEB SEMAAN 



Sitti (G randma) Ta mini (mart (wife of) Deeb) with Mimo; Jiddi Deeb below 

Grandpa Deeb’s family was 
Grandpa Fadlallah’s 
neighbor, and our closest 
friends growing up. Sons 
Hafez, Albert (RIP), Michel 
(RIP), and daughters Hafiza 
(wife of Uncle Henry), Hoda 
(wife of Mikhail), Souad, and 
Helaine (wife of Youssef). 
Albert’s sons Tony and 
George work in Paris, along 
with daughter Taqla, and 
daughter Rita (wife of my 
brother Tony). Hafiz’s kids: 
Deeb (who runs his father’s 
plumbing business in 
Brummana), Michael, and 

rl^imhtprc: T R, H^l^l 
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Uncle Michel Deeb (RIP); wife Najat (RIP) above 
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BEIT HAFIZ DEEB 



Tania Hafez & Rami AbiRached 
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Hafez Deeb 



Mike Hafiz & his sisters Tania and Dalai 
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Mike Hafiz Deeb Semaan 
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BEIT ALBERT DEEB 



Taqla & Tony Albert in Paris 
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Tant Nadia (with Mike Hafiz); Carine Rouhana (Taqla’s daughter) 
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Uncle Albert (RIP) Aunt Nadia 


Uncle Albert was a good time man, always with a drink and a smile. 
His kids: Tony, George, Taqla (in France), & Rita (m. Tony Sami). 



Rita (right) with Aimee, Carla 
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BEIT FOUAD FARES 


Uncle Fouad & Marie’s Kids: Tony, an enterpreneur formerly in the US; 
Essam, in Saudi Arabia; and Salwa (m. Knickerbocker) in California. Tony’s 
kids: Frederick, Patrick & Michael; Essam’s kids: Anthony & Jessica. Aunt 
Marie sister of Semaan, Emile, Karim, Adeeb, Angele & Antoinette. 



Salwa (Saloi Knickerbocker) Tant Marie 



Issam & uncle Fouad 
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Tony Fouad & son 
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Frederick Tony Fouad Fares 
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Fouad’s Clan bil Arz 



3Ammi Fouad (with Hicham Nazih) 
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Salwa’s (Knickerbocker) kids 
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BEIT LOUIS MALEK (BHALA) 



Abouna Najib with Bishop Nasser; sisters Marie, Emilie; Malek above 
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ABOUNA NAJEEB, our village Saint. RIP 
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Amine Joseph Louis 




V 


* 






Father Najib’s brothers: Father Shukrallah, Emile & Joseph. 
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BEIT MILAD & MAJID GHOSN 



Milad Ghosn & Latife Majid Ghosn (Abu-Ali) 



Nawader Milad sister of Nahi (with Bishop Gemayel) 

Grandpa Majid Ghosn, nicknamed Abu-Ali (a common nick-name for those 
with unusual strength), at 90 years old still able to crush much younger 
men. Many stories told of his legendary lifts in his youth. 
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BEIT NAHI MILAD GHOSN 



Nahi Milad Ghosn & Corinne 



Nahi with sons Alain & Christian 
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Patricia, Nahi, Christian, Corinne & Alain 


Nahi was a retired Army officer. He was my Neighbor in Oyoun, and very 
active in the Village Club and the Church. He is greatly missed by all. 
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Patricia Nahi Edde & Family; Christian and Dad below 
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BEIT ROMANOS 


I remember watching Cartoons from the window of Uncle Elia’s house, his 
TV being the first in the village, with kids crowding for the novelty. Uncle 
Antoine Romanos, the gentleman Insurance adjustor, was always smiling, 
always calm, but playing a mean game of backgammon ©. 



Uncle Hafiz, Antoine Romanos (his house). Dad 
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Grandma; Elia Romanos and “Tant” Jamal left; Dad and Olga right 
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Paul, Abdallah, Marcellino & wife 


Uncle Elia used to train us in wrestling in the Church house duringthe 
Summer. His Kids include Abdalla and Marcellino, Engineers in Florida, 

US; Paul, businessman in Florida; Pierre in Lebanon, and Takla. Marcellino 
travelled around the world with his job with the US Military and other 
institutions. Abdalla is married to Uncle Adeeb’s daughter Rima. 
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Marcellino & Abdallah Romanos Tant Josephine 
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Romanos 
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Uncle Elia & Antoine Romanos 



Dad visiting Emm Elia 
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BEIT ABDALLAH ROMANOS 



Abdallah Romanos Clan 



Christina, Rima, Abe, Carine Romanos 
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Antoine Abdallah Elia Romanos 
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BEIT MARCELLINO ROMANOS 


Marcellino 


Elino Marcellino Romanos 
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Abdallah & Marcellino 
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BEIT PAUL ROMANOS 



Paul & wife Jocelyn - Elino Marcellino in between 



Paul Elia Paul Elia Romanos & his sister 
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BEIT YOUSSEF HANNA 



Shukrallah in Paris (with Emile Semaan’s kids) Emm William 


BEIT HANNA YOUSSEF HANNA 



Lena Hanna, son Joe, husband Jean Asmar 
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Youssef Hanna’s 
sons were six: 
Toufic, Shukrallah, 
Hanna (RIP), 

Michel, Albert & 
Emile. Michel was a 
leader of labor in the 
MEA airlines; Estaz 
Albert ran a major 
school; Emile is our 
“Mukhtar”. Daughter 
Salwa married 
Youssef Maroun. 



Marta (Hanna’s wife), son Hekmat; Daughter Marlene (m. Joseph Sawaya) 



Joseph Hanna (RIP) Estaz Hanna Marlene 


Hanna’s sons Hekmat & Joseph passed away too soon. His brother 
Shukrallah was in and out of Paris in his last years. 
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BEIT ALBERT YOUSSEF HANNA 




Estaz Albert in Abouiaoude 


lion for MP Khalil AJ; Edmond AJ to his left. 


rece 


Estaz Albert (center) 
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BEIT EMILE YOUSSEF HANNA 



Mukhtar Emile and wife Therese 


Emile’s children include sons Fadi & Gilbert, and daughter Amale 
married to Jean Youssef Maroun. Emile is the Mukhtar (Alderman) of 
the village. A largely symbolic post, it still carries a lot of respect - 
after all, they used to brag: “Neh7na el Khatm, w Rabb el Khatm, I- 
Khatm M3abba bjaybetna” ©. (we’re the stamp, the lord of the 
stamp, the stamp is in our pocket!), referring to the important seal 
the Mukhtar carries. Emile’s house is at Dhahra, our old camping 
ground, the best view in the village. 
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Emile and Leticia Gilbert 



Fadi Emile Gilbert Emile 
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Fadi Emile and Rita Assaf & family 
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BEIT WILLIAM TOUFIC YOUSSEF HANNA 



William (left) (Uncle Adeeb’s kids & Abouna Najib also showing) 
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Mona mart William Chantal Toufic & Daughter Mary-Nour 



Toufic William; Susanne William below 
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BEIT CHARBEL TOUFIC YOUSSEF HANNA 


v 1 

L 



Charbel & Blanche (Carole Maroun bint Antoinette also showing) 
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Charbel & Ryan Roy, Ryan, Eva 



Elie Charbel 
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BEIT MICHEL YOUSSEF HANNA 



Michel (with Cardinal El-Ra3hi, Bishops George and Roland 
Aboujaoude) (Elie Roufael behind) 


Michel, Voice and Suit Always Tops 
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Michel, wife Sousou & Family 

Michel was a leader of the labor movement in the Middle East Airlines. 
Famous for his gravely voice, singing in Church and speaking at our village 
public events, his suits always the latest cut. He travels between Maska 
and Paris with his family. 



Chukrallah and Layal Michel AJ 
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BEIT YOUSSEF MAROUN 



Jeanette Youssef Maroun (Rizkallah) 
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Tanios Rizkallah 


Youssef Maroun’s kids include: Maroun (Belgium and Africa), married to 
Ygette bint Ayyoub (Daughter Gretta married to cousin Tony Emile (Siham 
©)); Jean (MEA at Beirut Airport, wife Amale daughter of Mukhtar Emile); 
Jeanette, married to Tanios Rizkallah. Laure, m. Geryes Maroun. 
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3Amm Bou-Maroun (with his sister Shafiqa Rizkallah) 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 375 




BEIT JEAN YOUSSEF MAROUN 



Jean & wife Amale 



with Jean Youssef Maroun, my old friend 
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Jean - Our Village Strength 

Jean & Amale’s kids include sons Marc & Charles, & Daughter Maria. 



Charles Jean 


Maria Jean 
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Marc Jean Youssef Maroun 
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BEIT JOSEPH MAROUN 
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Zouzou Maroun & Son 
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BEIT ROUFAIL MAROUN 



osephine Roufail AbuFadel with husband Elias & son Michel 



Saad & Georgette Roufail 
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Elias Roufail (with Butros Hanna & Father Waleed) 
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Bechara Clan at Juhayna’s Wedding in Seattle 


Roufael’s kids include daughter Josephine (now married in Lebanon), 
Georgette (married to Saad Bechara, now living in Seattle Washington), 
and sons (including Elias (wife Helen, kids Rafael, Rana, Rodrigues, Ray), 
Joseph (wife Randa, kids Rita, Tracy, Joelle), George (wife Jane, kids Jad, 
Takla, Joey) & Jihad in Lebanon). Georgette’s kids include sons George (a 
PhD in Bio-medical engineering in Seattle) and Rizk, as well as daughters 
Juhayna and Hana.Roufael is the brother of Youssef Maroun in Kherbe. 



©55/4 Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 Page 383 







Uncle Roufail the original, with Josephine & Takla Roufail; Joseph below 
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BEIT AMIN & GERYES ELIAS AMIN 



Waleed Geryes Elias Amin 
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Amin Elias Amin 



Gabi Amin (crouching) and Elie Amin (second from left) & Paris gang 
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HP 



Naji Amin (RIP, our young Rebel) 



Uncle Abou Amin, center 
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Abou Amin had several kids, Bishara, Amin, Geryes, and Mansour. 
Mansour was handicapped, but managed to run the store at the entrance to 
Maska, later run by Gerges & his father. Amin’s kids include Gabi & Elie, 
and the young departed Raymond & Naji (RIP). 



Sheikh Amin (aka al-Mukhtar ©) with his Grandkids (Elie’s kids) 
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BEIT ELIE AMIN 
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Elie Amin Elias Amin & wife Marie 

Elie commutes between Paris and Maska. Wife Marie, kids Jack, 
Romy & Rosy. 
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BEIT GABI AMIN 



Gaby Amin 
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BEIT ABDO RUSTUM 



Elias Abdo Rustum Phillipe Abdo Rustum 


Rustum, Emile, Elias & Phillipe, the sons of Abdo Rustum live in Kherbet. 
Their sisters: Taqla (m. Moussa el Hajj) and Sammia (m. Farid Rlzkallah). 

Rustum has daughters Zizi (Gizelle) (m. Melhem Zeinati), Nabiha (m. 

Anwar Qawmi), Gilbert (m. George Wehbi) and JeanDarc (m. Maroun Azar) 
& son Abdo (kids Elize & Jonathan), while Elias (who worked in Africa for a 
while) is married to Aida bint Kamil (son Mario & Daughter Simone 
(Lebanese Volleyball Champion) in London). 

Phillipe (RIP) & wife Antoinette have six sons, including Charbel, Emile, 
George, Paul, Pierre and our newest priest from Maska, Father Roland, 
who was celebrated recently on his inaugural mass. 
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Father Roland Phillipe’s first Mass in Maska; mom Antoinette, brothers (Emile, ..) 


Charbel Phillipe 


Simone Elias 
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Mario Elias Abdo Rustum Abdo Rustum Abdo Rustum 
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BEIT EID MANSOUR 



Tarriya, nickname (take it easy) of George, our Ivory coast immigrant with 
his treasures of ivory tusks, gold, and antique Simca car still tip-top after 60 
years. Before he passed away, his usual joke was telling about the bar- 
ladies at the Casino: “Here” (pointing to his pocket), “beaucoup”; “Here” 
(pointing to his crotch), “rien””- they of course choosing his pocket ©. I also 
remember Tarriya making soap out of cowdung next to his house... very 
messy and smelly process. Once you’ve seen it, scares you from soap... 
sort of like watching Hotdogs being made. 


His brother Joseph (RIP) lived in Spain till recently. Sister Jalili the fancy 
lady of Maska, until recently very active, always with her best makeup on. 
Sister Georgette was “el-Shaqra” (Blondie ©). Their mom Warde was my 
Grandma Adele’s sister, and Father Eid the village “bone Doctor” of sorts. 


Beit Eid is now closed, all having passed on, but not forgotten with the 
passing of George and Jalili in 2013. 


©55A 


Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 397 



Jalili &Tarria 
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Tarriya - I miss U 
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Joseph Eid with Uncle Hafiz; Looking Good! 
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Georgette, George, Joseph - must be in the 1930’s 



George Eid (Tarriya) and his baby Simca 
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BEIT RUSTUM MAKHOUL 



Nabih Rustum Makhoul, George Amin, Chekrallah Sleiman 



Edward Rustum (RIP), Yvonne, Rustum Edward 
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Maria AJ Hakme (bint Edward) & husband Hicham & family 

Rustum Makhoul’s kids include Edward (married to aunt Yvonne, 
daughter of Jiddi Fares), Jamil, Nabih and Makhoul. Wife Dibe (nee 
Younes from Brummana; sister of Haifa mart Kamil). Edward’s son 
Rustum is a prominent lawyer in Lebanon. 



Nohad Ibn Jamil (with Samir Rachid) Dibe Rustum 
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BEIT NABIH RUSTUM 



Nabih Rustum 
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BEIT JAMIL RUSTUM 
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Clockwise: Nohad; Roger; Roni; Nader - Jamil & Jacqueline’s sons 




Uncle Jamil & his Daughte rs; Mom Jacqueline (RIP) below 

Uncle Jamil lives in Kherbet, with 
his sons Nuhad (wife Marcelle), 
Roni (wife Laurice), Nader (wife 
Ne3me) and Roger (wife Noha), 
and daughters Mona (m. Raymond 
Boulos) and Margo (m. Henry 
Matar). His wife -Jaqueline Amine, 
sister of Salim & Fawzi. Nuhad’s 
daughter Ghenwa is married to 
Nadim’s son Charbel. 
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BEIT RUSTUM EDWARD RUSTUM MAKHOUL 
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BEIT MAKHOUL RUSTUM MAKHOUL 



Nawal (left), Joseph Asaad, Joyce Joseph, Tant Izabel Makhoul, Hiam 
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Top: Magda Marcel AJ with husband Richard Bechalany & son Michael; 
Dariush Joseph Makhoul & his wife; Bottom: Hiam Makhoul (m.Zayyat) & 

family 


©55A 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 41 1 












Fifi Marcel & her Daughters; Marcel 


below; Suhaila (Joseph’s wife) 
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Joseph Makhoul with son Dariush & granddaughter Niusha 


Makhoul’s kids include my childhood friend Joseph who married an 
Iranian lady (Suhaila) and now lives in Isfahan with his kids Darioush 
and Pascale; Marcel (RIP) was a hair-dresser (daughters Elise, Magda 
(m. Richard Bechalany, son Michael), Manal); daughters : Hiam (m. 
Zayat; son Fouad, married to Mimi Torabi) & Nawal (m. Joseph Asaad). 
Uncle Makhoul runs a grocery opposite El- Chehhara, with “tant” Izabel 
helping. 
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BEIT AYYOUB 



Rita, Andre, Tony and Gigi at Eliane’s (Rita’s Daughter) 


wedding; Rita right 

Uncle Ayyoub (RIP) and wife Yvonne’s sons: Alexi (in London, kids 
James, Joey & Jack)) and Tony (a singer-actor in Lebanon). Daughters 
Gigi (wife of Maroun), Rita (married to Abdo Naim AJ from Jouret el 
Bailout, her son Elie, & daughter Eliane el-Aaraj) and Andre (wife of 
uncle Asa’ad). Yvonne is the sister of Marie, the wife of Abdo 
Sleiman in Ghabeh. 

Uncle Ayyoub ran a hardware shop in Brummana, now occasionally 
run by Tony. Alexi runs a garage in London. Uncle Ayyoub famously 
used to punch the 14 Lira coins to make them “Rondelles” (washers), 
when the price of the “Rondelle” became more than 14 Lira when the 
currency collapsed ©. 
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Tony Ayyoub 


Young Rita 


Always the Joker - Alexi with Gigi and Maroun 
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Alexi & Gigi; Maroun, me & Raymond Nassib on right 
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BEIT NADIM 




Afifi Nadim 


Nadim (RIP) 


Charbel Nadim, with son Samer, & Wife Ghenwa (bint Nohad Jamil) 
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Nadim’s kids include Michel, Rony & Charbel (married to Nohad Jamil’s 
daughter) and four daughters (Marcelle, Marlene, Aleen and Michleen). His 
mother Emm Nadim (Saada) was uncle Rashid Antoun’s (husband of Alice 
Khattar) sister. His father Abdo Nadim (Abou Nadim to all) was our favorite 
tipsy, his name always mentioned in relation to Arak. 



Aline Nadim el Chaar Marcelle Nadim Rammouz 
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BEIT KAMIL MAKHOUL 



Kamil’s Family - Butros in Back; Elias Abdo Rustum, Haifa, 
Samira, Aida, Zehre and Gilbert in front 
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Zehri Kamil Shukri Kamil with Toni Sami 



Shukri Kamil Zehri & JeanDarc with Karime (center) 
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Kamil with my Dad Sami; JeanD’arc Kamil above 

Kamil’s kids include Shukri (our war hero and shooter ©, kids Kamil, Elie & 
Zalfa)), Butros, and his daughters Therese (m. Ghostine Fayyad), Samira 
(m. Rudolph Lati), JeanD’Arc (m. Mhanna), Gizelle (m. Khawand), Aida (m. 
Elias Abdo), Gilbert (m. Rafiq Barakat), Joceline (m. Michel Choueiry) & 
Zehri, who is very active in the Church. 
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Clockwise: with Butros Kamil in Mtein Festival; Aida with Bishop Roland; 
Gizelle Kamil Khawand; Gilbert Kamil Barakat with daughters Ivon, Jill 
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Joe Butros Kamil drinking with his Dad ©; Arak starts early in Kamil’s 
household - Shukri slipped it into the baby Milk © 
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BEIT ISRAEL CHAYMOUNI 


Ghassan & his famous Manta, using more oil than gas ©, and the 2 hours it 
takes us to reach Baabdat, 5 miles away, stopping for oil, pushing a little to 
start, and laughing all the way. We had some good times in that car, the 
friendships compensating for the mechanics. 

Gus with his “Farensi- Farenjy” (French-Foreign) labeled music tapes. With 
little education, he has done more than many educated do-littles. He now 
runs a gas station and mechanic shop in Los Angeles, with a young 
daughter and son. We laughed when he came to the US, and asked me to 
pick him up at the airport, near the “Walk-Don’t-Walk” sign. He argued 
vigorously with the Burger King lady who kept asking him if he “wanted 
Ketchup” with that, when he could barely ask for “Hamburger and Fries” ©. 

Israel (also Adel) and wife Angel (Nadim’s sister) also had Toni (killed 
during the war by our own militias), Kamal (working in Lebanon), Jean 
(previously in Los Angeles, California, now back in Lebanon) and 3 
daughters (including Shafiqa (Shayla ©), Amal, and the eldest Margo who 
died too early leaving two kids in Brummana at the beginning of the war). 



Ghassan Israel Chaymouni 
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Ghassan with son Angelo in LA 


Israel Chaymouni 



Gus & wife Coco Francis, LA 


Gus at Daughter Angie’s wedding 
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hmm 


✓ 1 

V 


Clockwise: Chafiqa (Chayla) & 
husband Tony Khoury; Chayla & 
kids (right); Israel and Angele; 
Kamal & wife May, son Tony, 
Daughter Margo; 
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BEIT RASHID ABDALLAH 
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Rashid & Najat at Maska Dinner with Robert & Rustum 


Rashid’s kids include Ange (now in Saudi) and Alain, who runs a restaurant 
in Pennsylvania, US. Rashid runs a grocery in Brummana facing the 
Church in the main square, where he also lives now, having sold his village 
home (Qasr Abdallah, says Hafez ©). His mom Warde is Bishara Sassine’s 
sister. His brother Joseph (RIP) (Daughters Sabine & Sirine). 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 435 


BEIT SHA’AYA SASSINE 



Sassine, Jean-Marie and Kids Andrew & Liam 


Sassine & Ramzi, sons of Cha’aya Sassine, live in the US. Cha’aya’s 
house was technically in Brummana, tha family having moved there from 
Kherbe about 1 00 years ago, but we take Maska with us wherever we go © 
(that part of Brummana is occupied territory ©). Sassine runs a Telecom 
installation company in New Jersey. 

Grandfather Sassine Semaan (brother of Youssef, Deeb, Fares & Gergy) 
settled in Hay-EI-Kanayes in Brummana from Kherbeh circa 1900. He was 
in the silk (harrir) business and owned several “kerkhanis” (silk factories) 
in the Matn district. Sassine Semaan was married to Badiea Nawfal 
Abujawdeh and they had seven children: Takla, Nakhleh. Eugenie, Angel, 
Rosette, Therese and Shaya (Cha’aya). 
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Shaya & Hania in front of their family home on Hay-El -Kanaes 
in Brummana circa 1983. Mar- Shaya church in background. 



Saseen Semaan & Badeia in front of their home on Hay-El -Kanaes 
in Brummana circa 1961. 
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Shaya circa 1945 at graduation from 
American University Of Beirut 



Eugenie, Hania and grandchildren of 
Saaeen and Badiea in front of the 
family home in Bruratana at Shaanineh 
(Palm Sunday) circa 1969. Prom left 
to right: Hania, Anwar A3wad, 

George Asmar, Saseen Shaya, Tony Asmar, 
Sarr.zi Shaya (held) , Eugenie and 
Marie -Jeanne Asmar. 



Badiea, her daughter Eugenie Aswad and 
grandchildren Kayla Aswad and Saseen 
and Samzi Shaya Ahujawdeh cica 1970. 
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BEIT EDMOND GHALEB 
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Waleed Edmond & wife Julie 
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Albert Edmond & Family 


Khalo Edmond Ghaleb 
was a prominent 
Aboujaoude star until his 
passing a few years ago. 
In his days, he headed 
“Madrasset el Sanaye3”, 
a key institute in the 
young republic, and 
represented Lebanon in 
many international 
forums. His wife Sonia 
was a senior manager in 
ABN-Amro bank. 


“Khalo” (he is my mom’s uncle, but we all called him Khalo) Edmond lived 
in Zalka, but returned “home” and built a house in Maska (ok, technically 
Oyoun, but we have occupied that part of Oyoun ©) where his family now 
lives. His sons Walid and Albert are in the US, with Daughters Vida & Vina 
in Lebanon. 
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MASKA GUESTS 


Many families have came and made Maska their home over the years. 
Some that have become close friends and stayed in touch, even after 
leaving Maska, include the Tego family, the Cherbakas and the Faraons. 



Pierre Tego Michel Faraon Raymond Pharaon (RIP) 


Pierre now runs a jewelry shop in Michigan. Michel is in Virginia (married to 
an Austrian Princess ©). The Cherbaka Kids (aka al-Murtazaqa ©) Nabil, 
Camil, Elie and Paul, and sister Josephine, lived in Maska for a few years. 
But they hung around and stayed a part of Maska, and now join us 
regularly in the US, along with their Bochi cousins. 


The Marikian family lived at Daoud's house (downstairs), across from Emile 
Semaan’s house. Father Istfan, mother Vartanoush, son Dikran, and three 
daughters Lucy, Zepure, and Sossy. 
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Nabil, Elie, Paul, Camil Cherbaka with their wifes (Christiane, Gina, Najwa) 



Paul, Elie, Tant Nazira, Camil, Josephine, John Cherbaka 
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EVENTS 


First Settlement - 1690’s: 


The Children of Abu-Nejm Khairallah, called “Abou-Jaoude” (The Generous 
One), moved from their homes in Deir el Harf (under the tutelage of the 
Abi-llama’a princes) to Maska, and settled the fields of Maska and Kherbet 
el-Adess. They lived a simple farming life, multiplying and spreading in the 
neighbouring area. In 1695, they built the Saint Takla Church. 

Maska and Ghabeh in 1860 : 

The Druze of Ras El Metn attacked our villages in large numbers. The 
population hid in the Maska Church, protected by its 3-ft thick wall, and the 
low 6-inch door. Their axes failed to break through, and they moved on 
eventually as the news came of a gathering Maronite force in Bekfaya. The 
door with its marks is still preserved. Ghabeh was less lucky, with its 
church still under construction, and Father Ibrahim of Ghabeh was caught 
outside and killed. 

First World War 1914-1918: 

The war killed many villagers, from starvation, SmallPox (Jedri), Locusts, 
and Turkish oppression. Grandpa told of people following Turkish army 
mules, picking wheat remains from the dung. Many in the village died of 
small-pox, including my Grandpa’s first wife and son. About a third of the 
population died, despite help from Friends Missionaries in Brummana. 

Salim Naufal alone buried 50 people in Kherbe. 

Second World War 1939-1945: 

The village was little impacted by the passing Allied and Free-French 
Forces, who sojourned mainly in nearby Brummana. Jiddi Abu Fares and 
Uncle Butros Sleiman told stories of Allied soldiers they met in Brummana 
and Chtaura hotels. 

1961 PSSP Socialist Rebellion: 

The village came under security scrutiny since a small number of 
Aboujaoudes had Qawmi sympathies. Weapons searches took place, with 
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my dad hiding his “Klashin” in the backyard, to be dug up in 1973, rusted 
and useless ©. 

1967 “6-dav” war: 

Listening to news report of the first few days reporting valiant assaults and 
victories of the Arab armies, and then listening to martial music as the real 
news of the megalomaniacs’ humiliating defeat came through. “We 
expected them from the East, but they came at us from the West”, Nasser’s 
“explanation” for the embarrassment, is still a running Joke any time a local 
leader declares his monthly “Mother of All Battles”. What we didn’t know is 
that event would sow the seeds of Lebanon’s misery for the next 50 years. 

1973 of the Palestinian Fedaveen: 

The fear of the PLO coming up the valley, and the whole village mobilizing 
for defence. Our comical first military adventures in our village during the 
1973 Army-PLO clashes, where young boys formed fighting groups to 
protect the village, with assorted old guns and checkpoints, whose often 
forgotten “passwords” were often complemented by a few choice words 
from village elders we tried to stop- turns out cusswords are good 
passwords as well, and we learnt a few new ones ©. 



©55/4 Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 Page 447 



1975 Civil war: 


A year after I left to study in the USA, the war that turned our idyllic home 
into Hell. Our boys provided heroic support for the Christian cause in Tel el 
Zaatar (stories of Tony carrying a cannon singlehandedly), Mar Moussa, 
Tarshish, and elsewhere. Maska and Ghabeh were shelled often, one of 
the shellings killing Maggie daughter of Michel Kaisar in Ghabeh, along 
with the child of the Gemayel family across the street from our house. 
Another shell in Brummana killed Najwa, Uncle Fawzi’s eldest daughter. 



Youth at Patrol (Eddie shown) 


The loss of the kindly giant Tony Chaymoni who was killed in militia 
reprisals (for the death of Tony from Roumieh in a Printania Cinema mis- 
understanding with the Brummana Kataeb), even though he was 
unconcerned. This giant (his punch compared to a mule kick by the doctor 
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treating his adversaries, with his own “Nasha’a Faja’a” political comic party 
©), the son of an orphan raised by the Lazarist nuns (called Israel, who had 
amusing delusions of Empire and Majesty that entertained the crowd at the 
local barbershop) had spent a night saying goodbye before my immigrant 
departure, not knowing it was to be our last goodbye. I have learnt this 
lesson many times since, especially with the departure of youth- love your 
friends like there is no tomorrow, because one day there will not be. Hug 
them and tell them you care, because one day you may not be able to. 

1982 Israeli invasion: 

Heralded by 80 Syrian airplanes taking aim at Lebanon’s rocks and 
mountains © for a “crash” exercise, one of the few their Alawite religious 
minority Pilots could make (lest they run away with the planes ©). 

Currency collapse: 

The decline of the Lebanese Lira during the war, a-la-Weimar, going from 2 
pounds to the $ to 3000. Seeing my aunt Olga’s retirement go from 
$20,000 to a few dollars, or my uncle’s recently acquired fortune (through 
sale of ancestral lands) disappear in a few weeks, teaches a lesson in the 
passing of the material values of this world, and the indirect misery war 
brings to all. I still remember buying falafels for 25 piasters (35 piasters for 
extra!) and 25 piaster Jallab drinks. 
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Imad died too soon. His Father Edward also died young in an elevator 

fall while at work. 
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Tragedies of Passing Youth: 


The sad loss of Naji son of Amin, in a motorcycle accident. Naji, a rebel 
and full of life, was a friend of all, and his loss affected the town immensely. 
The death followed by young Elie Tego’s death in a similar accident, had 
the youth of the town reeling at the events. 

The early death of Raymond Amin in France also saddened us, uncle Amin 
suffering the multiple loss. 

The early death of Fadi, son of Izabel and Maroun in Ghabeh, also a sad 
event for Ghabeh and Maska alike. 

Our Mukhtar Ghosn died young too, but older than his brothers, his fierce 
determination an example to all. Joseph, Hekmat and others of the family 
also passed early. 

Emad & his dad Edward also passed away too soon, Edward a gentle soul, 
felled in an elevator accident. 

In death, sickness, and every occasion, the village pulls together as one 
hand. You always feel a part of family. At least until politics gets in the way. 

2005 Cedar Revolution: 

After many years of living under Syrian control, which unfortunately had 
some village members cooperating with the occupier and spying on their 
country-folks, the village rose in defiance and sent a large contingent to the 
2005 March 14 Cedar Revolution demonstrations in Beirut Martyr’s Square 
that ended up expelling the Syrian Forces. 
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The Maska and Ghabeh folks have been patriotic citizens, always active in 
the affairs of the country and the Church. This was proudly displayed 
during the Cedar revolution and following demonstrations. 
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Their spirit is also displayed in civic events (such as demonstrating for a 
bridge for Jall-el-Dib on behalf of the Aboujaoude family). 



Maska also recently joined the big welcome Lebanon gave to the Pope on 
his visit to Lebanon. 
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Village politics: 

Amusing and sad, a single family, all Maronites, all Aboujaoudes, fighting 
over issues they don’t understand, and supporting characters for simple 
partisanship. It was first the Lahouds against Michel el Murr (famous for 
bringing asphalt right before the election- 1 always joke to Lebanese visiting 
in NJ that I am a Murr supporter, which is why the roads here are good). It 
has now turned into a Tayyar (Aoun) vs Lebanese Forces conflict- cousin 
Tony leading the Forces group (Abillama their rep, our neighbor in Oyoun); 
my brothers (yes- sorry ©) leading the Aounis. 

In the old days, a dispute about Fahid’s veranda (extending slightly over 
the footpath ©) led to letters to president Chamoun (a copy kept by uncle 
Abdo). At worst, some fisticuffs might happen (as in the early 70’s, when 
the Khoury and Ghosn’s fought in Church over an invitation to singer Wadih 
el-Safi). A fight in the Mala’ab with a visiting team usually brought the 
village together, as when a visiting player stabbed Maroun, and aunt 
Laurice straightened him out with a Jemmaleh (wooden branch) ©. 
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Recent local politics Shenanigans have resulted in an actual split of the 
two villages Maska and Ghabeh, long united by blood, with amusing 
conflicts over boundaries, and public/governmental disputes. Many refuse 
to pay taxes to the Ghabeh Municipality just started, insisting on being 
Maskawites instead. 


The recent conflict over the church that resulted in its closing for the first 
time in hundreds of years, continues to simmer, as “peace” negotiations 
continue between brother and brother. Such is the way of the world. 



©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 455 





273 j jJI 2010 2 


t. J .>> 6 5 

r^/ 1 "^:: UOAJJ flJjliJlii UdJU^d AwLuuIl 



AJ ^-Smu'II ,ir ij J|il ^'h 1 1 a LI -fcV‘J I 

a*_, SjJbL^ JJlIjI J^ J l .jLl 
J** t jLLfc-i. jSI -J. n- . -fcJ J 
JjV JLAMtl^a ^ fL^S 5? 1 

i>a J« Vj jifil * * IE|- ^ 

uL S_j 1 963 pLxJI _u_i if ■ i ■ r UL^L i— JU aa 
.hjjJ ■ ill L-.JJ ^J^jj ,jj3hl Ji>- Ll,; Jj 

Allj i~j 2001 aUj! --M f iui i 

■ I ■ i b^L ,.■! j j ~ q_; ItLJI jli ■• ■ ■ y~ J 

.- r i‘ : . .!»■ ■■■ jLuiLijI jJi ^,' jJI i'JJI 
, J -ini al l Jjlt ^jAa. j^i-a.-.H j'/ i-LdL/j 

W* uV V^ uJL L h ■■■■■. ! 

JV*# rljjJI j}=- i-jLU' jj j -It 
^ -■ itTi * :■ yj jl j H l i'lj jLiLb_K ^JL±' ( j l J 1 i 
Ai[a : Jjlu 

Ja JLujj i-ij-ij -zikitij,* Jj jjJnSI ygjjJj 

■ 1^ J j I t. I ■ 1 Sjljj ■ ~ ■ -■ 1 ■ ■■ ^ y|l 

i LUI jli-L l> U 

1 ■ /nr ^ -la I I ^ a. ■ k ■■■ Jj. ■■ I L -I 

Alf ill ■■ il.i nji d_i jiiu jjij I li^Lt -n_i^ 

■ V^I-JI ^jlj 3 ^ 

L 41 v I>jYI ^ z*U\ v I W l 

■ESI , IcLxJI if «!■■ ^a jlal | j J. ..1 I 

j"/ JjiA >yi Jllj itjjia, jUj-lJJ I jj- 4 -a 
J | k-C ~ 1 1 -Al l r„.1k ■ .LV...'! H ^L-A I-il 
.-'iJbUIji. Jit UjJ I ^ 1 * 

-.-■Jfitf 


<> i^Alj ilLUL .jt-mll ^ K 

Jf -ilt 1 •!*'■■ J - pJ IjU iJ'i 1 ' rtll 

,J ILJM ii-JLJI C .J^1 jl ^.Ml SaaJj 

ilfl j-i .^'l l J4ii * I "ti,!!l l li* 
txjjj Ji_Lj 1 964 
^ “J | pj ^LaU 

JLi^ J 1 VijjcjJjji Laj^ .Sj^J^JIi JJjLJ 1 .-ilii 

4^ Lh^jl fM3 l*MJ 

^ .^iljjl ^ J»j(_fl^ll 

£ L1*I ^ jLia j^jjL ^1 *HaiLS 

■AT ■ llj a-jLa Llil 2W9 4— 24 — 

■■ *1 A jjjl j j,|_jJ, JjIA. I -.H 

v li4 MA^L _rtJi ,> jal ^ k*u 
^ l 1 J_. fiil lF LuJ» S^L Jlli* ^h. 
4 r'AJI ■ Jl jjj jJe . i ^ f jJjj J ^ -- ^ ■■ dJ 

j----» • H . r )> ■■■'i /hj jlbi jail — _i!-— +j- ^* [ i H^ -1 
-Ji dj-» -lIj- J.. t l J..i* 

.J** JM 4 J Jjjl laliJI Jj^a 

. * i I 11 q iuOjLiji ^ j . . ■ 1 1 1 'Ll | 

^l-.-U L^j laLiJfc ^ 

^aJ| j .ii , N ^ jAl J'l 

.*■ ■ 1. ,i ■■■■■. II iZJ jLb .^jLxlJI 
ija jlaa iluLaJ Jj| reJL>aaj| 3a j ■ n-i- y* 

*J*£j [j** 1 i> .iA 

^ J^iiu ij^JLJj {iiiJi 


y^jLuiJ Laj iilL ilXn 

.jJ* L_*J j-V , j,-i..ia1 l 


.■‘I.M . . vi x ^ Vj I ^ ."tji L j 

^ j.Lj ^ 1 -L-Jj#l 

■ -iii: iaj |jr. jfi ■ .hi i.fjfr yt _Vt jjjLuf 

I||^ ll jj 2 jLxS ^ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ; Id Ji Jik ji iJG 

y|t [jjilj jfcfi tnM I I iltsJI J^j^lJI 

■ j^J ? ' ll J^aljuJ LjjJJI 

-■ZljJ—ia yjj Vinl JAJ d_ll I II L i l| Vf jllj 

IJE i*l^ ■■ ^ "*1 U kill J|i uTjri.1 - tinji 

2i”' 1 n hF S'jfII --k±i I j Al Ji ll mi II Jia^jkJl 

Jjalj-1 ■>. II . T ilhj*-. ill 1 ^ -■ ■■ 

Vi- ^ -a^Ji L.I ' 

.^pjJji yt a^jjj L ( tJjj .jit JjLxJI 

Jd -^L^l > J^WII 

J 'l ■■ 1 jau> tuui ^ aaAj J 'l ■■ *B jaL ^ *■ ■•■ 
. _i j^l 7_LJ j Laia LLfjj Jrtk l*ft i.^LUli 
1 j ~. jA ^ -j ■ 1 1 I LA..ia *JI i I. I ji K |L -j 

JJ i> 2Jii /Jl ^ 

■ J ■■■ H JjJ j LajJaj LjJ jJJI |_LJI j J^li jkaJI 
J ■fc 1 mi iiu jj . aJ^iLiaJ 1 jJt Jh-j I j j ■ n -i ^ jj| 

jufjLi - !■■; j i- j!j^[ jjj jLiaj ■ - ji." ■■»y I 

, j ■•■ ■ ■•v I ; '■ ‘■j j | j sLL_I J-i I ni l 1 •j 1 _LJ 

J j 1 I 1 j uJ a 1 i iA ..i j U - T J i'i. , ...i«1 I 

I^LUJ Ak. ^aL/il JsLiu '^JLii iLUl 
^IfJI 2i.IV L^i 2004 pUI 
w 1 -iV^ T aJ LLaJ Ziji—jfib Jajlkaj! -1 ■■* - 
JoiLa-aJI jj± jfl Taj-; jjaaJI j'j ■■ y 'I 
^ LLJ T J^UJLJI .jJj plLJLUh ,jjij 


.l>l ^C,\lL^V*Cf£Ai &\A\*l 

.jj LaJjl .iaaJj J^jILe. JIlLiu |jL>JCj 
jau ^ l- : -^ „3 j ^ jji j i l j . 

^ iJ^ -^Ij 

Jilj ij j-l nj j- Saa-lj JLij-id ^3 

I Li. 4. A ^ ‘I j .t, I ■!. . J ...I j. ... I li ^ < I . 
^a JjLaJlj jJjjJJlII LA-lL Uy-lj -a ..riltj 

VLA*lj ^1 

>1 J- *4^ ^ ^ 

yl I^a Lj i, .ni II .& if ■« ni JjLfkl yjjil ,_|I 
,2041 jLsiJI sJ la Ail yL.L LAJiL J jjil -L.U 
jjjj ^ .JH— 3 * sntjJ 4^j,j-*h-aJU rijItiJI 

oLil-iL Ij'ljl J*ll ymtjJI JlaJiT 

.T.l r L i li^ ..il ^Aal y,] A ij Vji ■Zl , LjjJj 

Aina ,:^i j\j : jii .4 rjjV 

^-AJI 3 Jdl jl-pl Aiji / jLuJI jHAj 

.^jlj JjUilj Jn.JI JbiJhl Jjalu -_jJlii 
^1 bla b-JUi ^ 

-■ j # - ; J 4> ■ ^ ■■ l * H 

jfcLxJI j-i-J 4,3.1—jVI iE-Lij ^L#VI ^U.lj" 

jaL JALx ?.'A1 . 2003 
jtt ihUkiVl ;il ilj j ^ VI- - J 
J| ji-j La3l jje : ^JLLilJli V=l KLfcjjL Lb j£JLj s 

ULs ilii ^a U 3*2 yVJI ^a 

JL-uilj J -bl mIi'i yrji /|1 jjI Jla^ji j-l]' l2j Jij 
VjjIj .i^iiiuJI* L-LkL L_ilsi 

■ lt^i Ji jj ■ . .n. 2jkJLiljfi .^. Ji 1 'll 

jLluuJI JjJj ,jl J_L jJ] --JlJs .4 jLiUlJ 1 ■ Ijjlir 

<jF j J-i u^V ^ ^ H>jj v^ 1 

■ ■-- • 1 993 ^ LcJI ^ jfij^JI .-I • .1 ijl j| 

225b_J y^l Jj A.j ^piLiiil 1 Jjjl J-il mi ■ 

a j..-. iiii LV IV J£l jlSS* 

ND UjLii*j NON DETERMINE 

jit - 3j_q-iLit jA 1 i-. ■ j^cf Idliuj 

■ ’ " ■ ~- 1 1 jit 4 Jl j 1. .“il I yujll il'l If A^ilaJI 

l+A* Jj^Ij J-Li-ll ^ U- Vj-^ i3-^ J 
jj.i.JI ^a JLi ,^1 Ji 4&J 

jEdflil yJUl -Zi^a y-IJ tV 

^j^yji |i^jj LjS 

il Lg l.^.l..uJ.g aal A Ji hilLUl If L.1.1 ■ 

2007 ^.LxJ jjaaJI ,\f nijJJ J'i-ji I yjji 1 
julii 1 jtibjJI Vila! JJ Jd 

jii ■j’lix "him. ■■ v.n I 1 ji 1 ■ ■■ 1 1 . IjfcJ^I 1 jii. 

V 1 ^ 1 ljVj Jl>* *>■ iA 

L-ul^u-jiJI J -~ -■ -■ j- j Jj iljlr I 3jjjuaa dLil 
tlj^_-»_J Lla j 1 .zjIjLLJI ■ ■ -■ ^ j ..ij Hj 

<> .M* J V j u-*j 

^JUI JjjLLk-aj jIlijjH— Lj J [ j 1 ■ ■ 1 ■ 1 1 j 1 1 t. a 

-i ZjMA 1060 LAflj 1863 P UJ! 

H»rJ yji-iaA j-aij jit J .rt-i , , ...i f iiL 
jVJI ,^lil Jjj . JaliJ 2i Ja > il- 

^#*uij i-V 

v™ JL-jW ^ yi^j 

^jllijJI JLuxikjj yV-a-aJ ^pi^ .Jj«-tl 

--■ ■ -fc'J lf-1^- ^ , - L-M - ^ II ^ 'Ij JjJ ...U 

i^V V u uLjl 


©55/4 


Of/r Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 456 



Maska “Peace Conference” in Bkerki after Church dispute © 
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The Old Church Fight - 1965 

The Ghosns and Khoury branches of the family have a long history 
of dispute, mostly about “prestige”, almost never about anything 
concrete. Wadih el Safi is Lebanon’s foremost singer, and an 
invitation by the Khourys to attend St Taqla’s festival without 
consulting the Ghosns started a small riot, resulting in lawsuits, a 
sentence to imprison my Dad and uncle Henry, eventually 
overturned in appeal. The witness reports are conflicting and 
amusing. Since most of the participants have now passed to a better 
place, I can perhaps share the record(s). © 
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The main thing in common between the stories: A fight happened in Maska, 

between Aboujaoudes ©. 
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when all is said and done, all is forgiven, and back to the old spirit. 
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VILLAGE SCENES 


Old Time, in our Idyllic Village, before the World and We changed. Green 
fields, majestic Pines, Mountain views covered with snow, cows in the field 
or lapping at stone troughs, Pita bread baking on open Sajjs (Woks), 
Grandma tending the Anise tree near the door, Monsignor Butros feeding 
his birds, Uncle Abdo walking the village road dispensing sweets to the 
children and telling magical stories of Sultans and Wazirs, school next to 
the Churchyard. Family everywhere you looked, and hope for the future. 



Maska 


The very rare July rain I witnessed on a summer visit. After a very hot day, 
the next morning awoke with a torrential downpour very unusual for that 
time (as is any rain in the Summer). The flood fed the parched earth, and 
the resulting steam started rising slowly from the valley below, and you 
could see the fog and clouds forming in the valley, rising slowly to the 
mountain top. An Incredible sight. 
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Sannine Mountain 



The Mountain view 
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Maska Entrance - Malaab, Beit Mikhail, Adib’s, Badih’s & Munir’s 

Bldgs, Mehfar 


Going down the valley to the Je’emani River, part of the Beirut River. 

Mostly Dry in the summer, the trip is arduous, made more for goats than 
people (and we occasionally learnt that lesson when stuck on steep 
ledges). On the way is the Fire-Pit used by the village to make Coal in the 
old days (“Atoun”), near the “Baidar” (field). The areas there are the butt of 
jokes, like Har Badr, Shawi, for their remoteness and “uselessness”, but if 
you own land there, it now goes for $90/meter, so you would be laughing all 
the way to the Bank. 

Oyoun, the neighboring village, bastion of the Abu-Diwan family, closely 
allied to the Aboujaoudes, joining them in their diaspora in Lebanon 
(Falougha) and the US (NJ). Our Apartment there now overlooks the 
church and a beautiful view of the valley and Mount Kneisset and Sannine, 
and the village of Qartada (Carthage... “New Town”- an obvious misnomer 
today). Our province of Metn recalls the “Metanni” folks of Hittite times. 
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“Dekkan” (store) of Abou Amin, a shack at the intersection in Maska, where 
old Abou Amin served the basics. Before him, Mansour had the shack, 
sitting disabled in his chair and entertaining the boys hanging around. The 
shack has been gone for 30 years, but we still give directions “near Abou 
Amin”. 



Dekkan Abou Amin (Mansour’s of old); Geryes in front 


Village antics of boyhood, entertaining in an age with no TV, radio, video 
games or cellphones, raiding (Ghazwi) the fruit trees of neighboring 
orchards, and skinny dipping in the village reservoir. Old stories about 
family conflicts, a balcony dispute generating letters to the President ©, and 
close friendships that would last a lifetime. 

Remembering Edmond & Abu Edmond; Edmond the village taxi, despite 
his handicap. 

Camping in “Dahra”, the little Hill on top of Kherbe (where Shukrallah 
Youssef Hanna’s house and Emile Youssef Hanna’s house now is) a 
childhood right of passage. Ansara (Monday after Easter) playing on 
swings in Dahra also a common custom. 

The Pig farm at the bottom of the village, a source of income to some, a 
source of foul smells when the wind sweeps up the valley, always at the 
most inopportune times. 
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Beit Tanios, the old ruin of a “house” (a room actually attached to Grandpa 
Butros’s house), a reminder of how memories linger in the village of those 
long gone. 



Coyotes howling in the valley forest below; Elders tell of wolves, now 
possibly extinct. Lebanon historically had much larger wild animals, with 
Lions reported as recently as 50 years ago, and archeologists unearthing 
Mammoth and Saber-tooth tiger remains. 

The “Chehhara”, midway between Maska and Ghabeh, where we have a 
Mary statue in a roadside shrine. The Chehhara overlooks a great forest all 
the way down to the valley below, passing by my wife’s parents’ house 
along the way. 
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Coyotes, in case you thought we were kidding ©; Shukri’s son (of course ©) 


Snakes abound in the hot season, hiding in the grass waiting for 
unsuspecting sheep or people. We lost a few sheep to them, and a horse in 
Harf. I remember seeing two entwined snakes rolling down the stairs by 
Henry’s house to the Haqlet below. In the 70’s, the kids ganged up to burn 
out a snake in the “Dowwara” near al-ma’a3sara”, the snake jumping out of 
the burning stack, aiming at me directly - at the time my knee swollen and 
damaged from a fall. Riad Elias Naoum, fast with his revolver, shot the 
snake in mid-air. 
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The Phoenician tomb in our village, which my grandfather owned the land 
rights to; when my Father later sold it to the nearby landowner, they 
promptly destroyed it to use the stones. Such is man in his ignorance, a 
treasure waiting for 2 thousand years, wiped in an instance of shame. 

Camping in village scout teams at Al-Dahra (“The Back”) hill, making fire 
and friendships, with antics and jokes to last a lifetime. 



Kherbet seen from Sayydet el Karm 
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/ V 
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Edi in Gcogle Ite:* 
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Edi in Go:«gle Usp Maker 








Maska el Tahta, Mala’3ab at bottom 
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Beit Adib, Semaan & Charbel Toufic left; Beit Farid right 
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Former “Weekend” © 
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Kherbet Entrance view 



Weekened View 
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Maska and Ghabeh are small villages. You wo’nt see them on a world map, 
or even on a map of Lebanon, unless it is a wall size map. 

But in the minds of their inhabitants, they are a large world, with its own 
remote areas and mysterious places. 

There are the “far away” Har Badr, Hedaidieh, Sheer el Kesara, Haroun, 
Kaab el Ghabeh, el Shawieh, and the generic “el Hersh” - the forest. 

An old timer joke: when one of the “moderns” brags about visiting London 
or Paris, the old timer counters whether he has visited Har Badr or Shawieh 
like he did ©. When a modern says “How are you” to an old timer, he is 
likely to hear “Tehawwar 3a shir el Ksara”, a play on “Tehawwar” (fell 
down) on the Shir (cliff). 

When asking directions in Maska or Ghabeh, you will not get a street name 
or number - they don’t exist. You will get instead known “area” names, like 
el Atoon (the kiln near the court at the bottom of the village), el dahra (the 
hill on top of Kherbet), el sahleh (the flat hills above the road to Oyoun), el 
karm (the old vineyards above the 3ain), el behsaisa (the pebbly slope next 
to Karm), el 3ain (the main spring), coming in two varieties - el tahta (the 
lower) and el fawqa (the upper- or main one); haqlet el snawbra (Pine field, 
next to el 3ain), el mehfar (the quarry at the entrance to Maska); el harf (the 
woods facing the church of Maska); el saqieh (the stream, near the church, 
really a drain area); el bdar (the fields near Asaad’s home); el chehhara 
(Mary’s statue between Ghabeh and Maska); el ressif & el zaroub (two 
narrow streets in Ghabeh); sahet el keniset (Church Yard); kaab el Wadi 
(the valley between Maska and Kherbet); khandaq el sukt (the small gorge 
near el Karm). 

Or you will get places like Nabe’et Sarkis (the well in Harf); moderns will 
use Malaab instead of atoon, since they have played volleyball but never 
made their own coal; Malaab Paul at the entrance of Maska; Mafraq el 
oyoun (Oyoun intersection) at Maska entrance; Nazlet el kherbet (Kherbet 
down-road); Beit flan (house of “somebody”) or Near beit flan if you know 
someone already; Tareeq el ain (Spring road - an overgrown walking path 
near el 3ain); Tareeq el karm (pathway going above el Karm to brummana- 
more of a goat path); Tareeq Francois (Francois’s road, ath the bottom of 
Maska, named after Francois’s “project” land); Tareeq kaab el ghabeh 
(road to the bottom of Ghabeh to the fields and spring there); el Razzini 
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(the spring and small pond below Haqlet el Snowbra); Berket Saseen 
(Saseen’s pool); el Jeemani (the river leading to Nahr Beirut); Mancharet 
Akl (Akl’s woodshop); the famous Weekend (a place of disrepute, used to 
be rented by the hour by frolicking teenagers, now a dump hosting many 
Syrian workers); el Maasara (the stone mill near Haqlet el Snowbra). 

Or it could be “Dekkan Makhoul” (Makhoul’s shop near Chehhara); Mhattet 
Maroun (Maroun’s gas station near our house, even though Maroun sold it 
many years ago). Modern signposts include Dekkan Mikhail (Mikhail’s 
shops, now run by his daughters, near the entrance to Maska), or Garage 
Elie near el 3ain. 

Those “remote” areas of the village are, strangely enough, getting more 
remote, as the new generation shies away from the forest terk for more 
modern conveniences in fancy Brummana or Beirut. But some of them are 
still adventurous enough to go down to the River, following those risky goat 
paths and sheer cliffs. In some cases, all it takes is a small asphalt road to 
make an area a modern enclave, as has happened in the lower section of 
Ghabeh. 

These two twin villages, an area of no more than 12 square kilometers, are 
a world of its own. It has an ancient history, and thousands of tales to tell, 
big and small. 

Its people had traveled through rough times before settling it. They lived 
through some tough times working the land, fending off invaders and 
enemies, and turning the stony hills to fertile terraces and fields. The 
names of the places remember their work. We may no longer know Badr, 
Sarkis or Sasseen, but we remember their fields and waterholes still. 

And now they move again, many in foreign lands and continents, to tell its 
story. No matter how far they go, they still long for that little hometown. No 
water they drink tastes like the water of el 3ain, their native spring. No fruit 
they buy at the supermarket tastes like the oranges of Haqlet el Snowbra, 
or the pines of el Harf. 

This book is an attempt to capture some of this scenery, for those of us far 
away, so they can continue to remember, and instill the same love of land 
in their children, who may not have seen this part of God’s Paradise. 
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MASKA CHURCH SQUARE 



The Church has recently acquired a Roof (Qarmid) thanks to Pierre Michel’s 
generosity. It hosts a reception hall where weddings and Funerals occur, a 
“Sacresteia” to the side of the church, and a renovated Priest’s House (previously 
the Village School). Abouna Najeeb, however, preferred to live in the solitude of 
the forest in his small hut. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the Earth. 
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Church view from Mounir’s Bldg 
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EL JARAS (CHURCH BELL) 



So do I 
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The Church Bell, tolling 4 rhythm (muraba’a - tin-ne3-now-now we say ©) 
in feast (a boyhood challenge), three single beats in sorrow or danger 
(Hozn), guarding the Church that protected the village in 1860 with its foot 
thick door still preserved with marks of Axe hits from the heathen horde. 
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Richo Ringing the Jaras 


The Jaras Ringing Roger © 


The Maska Bells were made in Beit Shabab, long famous for their 
quality workmanship. The people of Maska contributed 70 Gold 
Ottoman coins to be smelted into the Bell. 
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MADRASSET (VILLAGE SCHOOL) 


Many of our parents studied “Under the Sindiani (Oak Tree)”, schools being 
rare, and the village preacher usually teaching anywhere he can. (Our 
Church had an 8 foot diameter Sindiani till recently). Uncle Hafiz likes to tell 
people who ask him what degrees he has: I have the T. Tah Degree- 
initials in Lebanese for “Kiss my A...” Degree ©. The school my brother Elie 
and we also went to for a while had one room borrowed from the Church, 
and one teacher (Estaz Elias for a while), trying his best to organize the 
students into multiple joint classes, with little material. In the Summer, 

Uncle Elia used it to give us wrestling classes with his Kids, having been an 
amateur wrestler in his youth in Costa Rica. 
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Old School House - Abouna Najib & Tarria in front 


The house is now turned into the priest’s house, but Abouna Najib would 
not live there, preferring the woods and solitude. 



The Old Oak Tree (Sindiani) (now felled) - Grandma Adele 
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SAYDET EL KARM (LADY OF THE VINES) 
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“Abouna Najib” in Lady of the Vine; Melia sitting 


“Lady of the Vineyard” statue built on Sandra’s land; “Saydet El Karm”, with 
a majestic view of Kneisse Mountain. “Sandoura Addoura” to me. 



Sandoura Addoura 
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AL AIN 


The Village Source, one of many springs giving Maska its name (the 
watering place). Its water is what made us strong, or so legend goes. Al-Ain 
(a Phoenician name for source, well represented around their stations in 
the Mediterranean) preserves the inscriptions of its construction in the 19 th 
Century. The Mizrab name recalls ancient Eastern ties (Mizr: Phoenician 
“tight”; AB- Persian/Hindi “waters”, as in Punjab (5 waters/rivers)). 
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Al Ain 
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THE VIEWS OF HAQLET EL SNOWBRA 
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Edrt in Googfe Hap 





The old mill (Ma’asara), now attached to our Orchard. 
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Picnic in Haqlet el Snowbra, Samir (Chafica), Mom, Dad, Emile, Emile 


Joe Sami in the Orchard Headquarters © 


©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Mas ka and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 509 



Working the field in the family orchard, Tracking the water from the village 
spring with its stone cistern-pool, past the row of “Zinzalakht” shade trees, 
to the collimated tracks where the fruit trees and vegetables awaited it 
anxiously, expecting their turn in the 12 hour/8 day cycles (Eddan) shared 
between the landowners. 



Rolla, Siham, Linda in Haqlet Snowbra 


Our orchard, lovingly tended by my Father, with its small house and yard, 
surrounded by orange groves and a miscellany of fruits, including a lemon 
tree that carries watermelon sized lemons, big enough to break its 
branches. Many a memory remains there, including the rose bushes 
lovingly planted by my Mother, now watching them from above. 
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Sami Fadlallah & his Vines 
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EL HARF 



Harf (Literally: Letter; Aramaic: Woods) 
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FADLALLAH IBRAHIM’S HOUSE - GRANDFATHER AND GRANDSON 
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MALA’AB (COURT) 


The Volley Ball Court (Mala’ab) the informal Village club, where I was 
introduced by Kamal as “The Atom Maker” on my return, and where the 
announcer Anis often declared: “score is 5-5, the result is Nothing!” 
Occasional fights between the village team and visitors, with a nasty one 
including a knife wound to Maroun, and my mother-in-law Laurice 
improvising a tree branch as a lance to quell the riot ©. 

Volley ball is the village game, and the Nadi sponsored many a game and 
ateam, playing on a court donated by Uncle Bishara Sassine. The Maska 
team shone through many tournaments, playing in the area and around 
Lebanon, with Maska following in tow, as the team won many a 
championship. Buses would take the villagers behind the team to cheer 
them on, with the Bus ride a big part of the fun, Derbakke, Music, Dancing 
and all. Our champion players of old were Abdallah Romanos, Suhail, 
Marcel Romanos, Roland Emile, and many others. 

The Tennis court, belonging to Paul Habib, entertained many players and 
summer vacationers in the area, and occasionally hosted festivals and 
Music concerts. Issam Fouad was a long-time coach, as is George 
Yaacoub and Gabi Elias Qozhaya now. 



Mala’ab Paul 
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El Mala’ab 



Tawi’iyat wal Intilaq Mala’ab 
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HAYY EL TAHTA (LOWER MASKA) 
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TAREEQ EL OYOUN 



T5 ir 

Lady of the Vine on the left; Mary Shrine atop the 3a’in 
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KHERBET 
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MASKA IN SNOW 
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MAR TAKLA 
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CHURCH LIFE 



Rev. Nasser Gemayel, a bishop of our own 


Our St Taqla Church, center of our lives in youth, with Feasts, festivals, and 
“Ziyyahs” (Processions) for every occasion. 

Going to “I3tiraf (Confession) with the priest, scared to lie and scared to 
tell the truth. The private confessions are less common now - I guess there 
aren’t enough priests to cover our sins anymore ©. 

Praying in Aramaic in Church, (sometimes called Syriani, Karshuni, and 
sometimes Sansicriti recalling an ancient Hindi link), not always 
understanding the words, but the hymns memorized by all. 

The Church was built in 1695, and is as old as Maska & the Aboujaoudes 
themselves. It is the linchpin of our daily life, the center of our faith, and 
many of our activities. Its priests are our religious as well as moral leaders. 
ST Taqla’s annual festival a pilgrimage for all Aboujaoudes and 
Maskawites dispersed around the world. 
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Bringing the Community together 
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FERSAN & AKHAWIYET 
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Akhawiyet (Sisterhood) (1970s): Abouna Najib, Zehre, Karime, Jeandarc,Therese 
Hanna, Colette, Therese Farid and Marie Therese. Top: Angel, Siham, Josephine 
Romanos, Samia Mikhail, Emm Elie (Bishara), Georgette Eid; Emm Nasib to the 
left. Georgette Hanna, Mona Ghawy, Blanche Semaan, Marcelle Nadim, Nada 

Semaan in middle row. 
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Three Bishops & Patriarch El-Rahi with el-Akhawiyet 


The “Sisterhood” (Akhawiyet) ladies are pretty active, more recently 
traveling in groups all over the world. 


The “Fersan” youth organization involves the young in Church activities as 
auxiliaries, with many activities of their own, including plays, shows, helping 
with St Taqla festival, and other charitable activities. Dani Joseph has 
produced a number of shows and plays for the young, who put up 
incredible performances for the village and visitors. 
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Fersan el Adra 


Before we had the Church Hall, the viewing of the deceased used to be 
held at the person’s home. The Ladies of the Akhawiyet Solidarity, led in 
the 70’s by Georgette Eid (el Shakra) along with the twon ladies would 
always be present, praying for the deceased, while wearing their Akhawiyet 
“Badlet” and holding the Solidarity Banner. 

In May, the “Shahrel Maryami” (St Mary’s Month), daily prayers were held 
by the Akhawiyet ladies at a different house each night throughout the Holy 
Month. The prayer would always include a chanting of “Ya Omm Allah”, 
sung then by Georgette with her beautiful voice. 

The Akhawiyet was also of course a key player in every Ziyyah el Adra, 
leading the prayer and assisting the Priest, as the village toured the many 
“Adra” Mary road-side memorials scattered in every corner of the village. 
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I ihl.'Wi I»1 II iiBHWIi ■ ■ tfi'—UmliH " ' I n 

Talae3h w Chabibet - Fersan active and helpinq in every occasion 
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: f ) jlxJI (jLuu — T 

t 

j" ^,1 jJjlII v^lul *,*Aj 

£JL^uuOJ \ ^ V A AiuJ ^i-ud-oll A-iC-J 

cj^' J L>*M o' 

dj^lj . AI^jLlajj 4jlZijS)1\ 

Aj^^.1 Lg-J ^aLoikVI 1 $ A A C > ^-Ic* 
jj^LLiVlj A-ic- lS^j ^ 

4 uu * j )!\ dijl£ — 

jjjii : 4 -oAjjJ! ^Ic. ^Ijj £ 

^JUX-fljud 

iS y* yy l$J^ > 

, oJjiLjjl ^ jik (j j l ^ * > 

' w n \ jf \ 1 \ , 0 ^ (Jj\-2^ til 0^ 

L5 ^J , U-ijuojJ ^ 

1$-j LJUk S jOij 

J^c. ^L -^Sj SJ LluUJ^Ij 
4 \c.^j C1 jLuj^)£LJI J 0^^ O^ - ^' 

(jLuija ^ujiJ ^k Iau^j Cjr iiaiAll 

I J) 1 's-\CL ^iXJjUill ^0' ^ nljw ill ji* *I>J1 


jl ■ •• LA U £ " Ajojli (jU. :u ^Ic. L-uja ^ c . \ >> n h . T <£.Ia> ^ 

, Aisle. ^ j*> JJ^\ S>VI ^ ^ . flUil ^ 

4 jlu^H ^ ^al j* £l eJui* CjlSjl ^ u^jj (^-4*^ . pAlx- JJ 

^ja jUJ Jc. ARCHE J a-^> xA*£j 11a . ^ ujUUL a^Lj o.ic.L-j 

^Jijj £ Jijy\ ^ 6JA jjjj jl>ul A£.Ia=w ^Ailj . AjI jJ3 i^iLjj CJVU-a J^C- 
l5 L^a]I ^ Ul . <— il y~> £Jjl J£ 0 J^> A jnKal l Jjjl c^' ^JAu* < — ‘W^ 

Ul£- ^,1^' ^ J^J uW tUiaC ' ^ c J c' 1 ^ 

, SJ ja. Jji J*]' UjJ , oJja.j4l c?>A : ^ C>^»J 

oj _ja. (j4jLa , fj*-* J U! 1lq w ■ * ■*■■ 5 

<^4* , (j'jlaj' ^-jA ! » 

sjLujj o.lc.1 j J ^j l , »n Ai,ii (_jjl J) 1 ^ » (_j' j)^ )' Ljjla i a-_s^ _s- _j ^ 

. ) 
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) *\ O Y A Jjuj Jl ^LuuJI A-iC. j ^ (JfaJI <J jil ^UjujIj J yu 

AjujLi^]I A^. ^ . % dll^J • ^j\jkii,Sft)l 1 ^jjjIsJI CjLiaI j Iaj^oj^j dlikV | 1 « ...<., J *i 

>^JI 1^-LujLij CjISjjI . A-L-cal yA A-Luj oAa o^y^y\ Aic. 4 . ,■ ‘5 / 1 

^)Aj A iji c. bJjjuill AjujIj^II ^jychj ^tv.Iq ) LxlLa^j ^ m 

Aj jiwVl ^ .A l> > . Sj^2k_^jl oAluJI ^ ^ Jjj 

(J^ l^-iS Uj , AucAa W V' j A^j^ll l^Ualdj ^jLuJj o^Lusal c-IajjVI 

Vli-dl (jAjJajj jA j • jLa o-llJI A a jid AaC. (J ^1^. A-LujLiaj A^dajj ^ jAuJI 

LSj^ ^ cJa^-SJj Aj_^LVI jjjAlx-a ^Jl L^xjj J yu> Ac. jILa Aj jAj 

. ^jLudVIj 
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The Great Ladies of Maska Akhawiyet 
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ZEYYAH EL ADRA 
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Yetmaiiad Esma © 
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CHOIR 



A— ft: ie 2*1 3 J&. 5 #Ur> (J-*^ jM l 

J W **u)> ;i^J ’ mIt 4. ,x*i S ' r 
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Maska Choir 


The Maska Choir is very active, nephew Dani Joseph leading the 
performance, with Anis’s kids Patricia and Amalia, Maya Joseph, 
Raymonda Fadlallah, Yolla Elie and others helping; their annual 
musical/play at St Taqla not to be missed. The Choir recently featured 
prominently in a Nousat competition on Television, getting to the finals. 
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Ziyyah el Adra - Hafiz Deeb, Joseph Sami, Raymond Nassib 
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FIRST COMMUNIONS 



Brother Tony left, Gaby Semaan right; Abu Fares & “Estaz” Elias left 



i 

Joe, Pierre, Kamal Farid, 1960’s 
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Saints © Mimo and Alexandra, Fadlo Ducking (I would ©) 



Elie l-Malik, Tony, Ghassan, and “Ma Soeur”, 1960’s 
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First Communion: Joseph el-Harf, Tony & Jean & Ghassan Israel, Sarnia Elias 
Naoum, Tony Sami, Elie l-Malik, Raymond Amin, Robert Bishara, Me, Salim 
Semaan, Elie, Joe; Top: Siham, Victor, Yvonne, Henry, Marinka, early 1960’s 



Raymond Amin in happier days 
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Elie Communion (middle), Tony & Grandma Adele top right; Pierrot 
top left; Margo, Christina, May below; Halim left 
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First Communion in the 60’s, Shukri, me, Jean & Tony Israel 



First Communion in the 2010’s; Toti center, Mimo & Maro presiding 
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Emilio & Ricardo 
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Ghassan, Tony, Elie l-Malek, Sarnia, Aida; Aunt Josephine Romanos 
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Organized by el Nadi, Ayyam Rayess Antoun 



>UVI J ji jkdl SjLu, jjSj ^jUII jUlui] 5 

U-ujjL -u-aijj UJC. O-^-kA) j-lLfl U^JJ 
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Bishara & Jean, the quiet servants of God 
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BAPTISMS 



Marc & Lara Charbel Baptism 
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Sami Elie’s Christening; Sami Joseph Godfather; Father Maroun Asmar (NJ); 2008 
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My Baptism- 1955 - Note the low (anti-Druze ©) Church Door; Laurice, Butros 

Sleiman to right, 
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GOOD FRIDAY (JEM3A’AT EL 3AZIMI) 



Good Friday (Jema’at l-Azimi); Joe’s other cross © 
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EASTER & SHA’ANINI (PALM SUNDAY) 



Old Time Shaanini, 1960’s; Uncle Antoine (RIP), Philippe 



Dad, can I have a smaller Candle? ©; with Olga & Yvonne 
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More big Candles ©; Zahia, Olga, Siham, Dad, Henry & us (Salim, 

Tony, Joe) 
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Easter - Aunt Nadia’s whole brood in Paris 
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"V* '* 



CHRISTMAS 



Manger 
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Christmas (Eid El Milad); Papa Noel “Mujawqal” © 



Maska Santa’s Christmas Car 
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Maska Christmas 
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<Ucj 

2014-2013 eidtj JCMt ^VUjaI 


_ 1 til 23 . j!>Lia1! A-ic.Lujj 6 ; 20 1 3 JjVi 0^16^1 

?<*&! ' ' i ^ 7 ^c>LuJI \ 2013 JjVI 18 

_^J^LLall £J^Uall j (jLuijall $.Aj 4 [ 201 3 cJ jVi 20 

^jluijall .10 ,Ajjuu]1 \ 2013 cJ_?VI 22 a^Vl 

.8 4-C-LuJI 4 (j-a CjMjj£] 1 AjJaljj Axj 

<i£La JjjI jj s j$ja j 7 A£.L4l : 201 3 J ijVl jjjl£ 23 u^V' 
m £LA\ ±p 6 acLJ :2013 JjVl jjjl£ 24 
.ajjJI ^IjS JjIII t 12 ^LJl .j^Luli ^:2013 JjVt jjjl£ 25 ^jVl 

.Autll U.U^3 IQ 4£.LuJI _^^_La]l AJC- 

.6 ^LuJl o-IjSIUI > 41 ;2013 JjVl jjil£ 26 o^\ 

m j&A\ ^JA SjJjulAJ I Au JIjjujJjuo o-U 6 4cUl ;2013 J jVl (j^i£ 27 

. A^-VI ^LalA ^OJjuoJ^ A aLuoJ L_)Ijl]| lAjJ 8 4£»Lulll 

.10 ^c-ijuali ^jaLoiaII ^Iac. " 2 013 JjVi 28 u^lt 

.2013 ^ J* J^\ o*^ 6 ^U\ ;2013 j^l£ 31 *lE*ai 

.6 ^C-Ludll ^JjjIaS .^-aIIjlII ^^Ludll ^ajJ 6<jjudll "2014 1 

. o^lx^a 4x.Luo A^ljudll 


Su^sO. 


.dLiaII <Ljjj AlxJl ^JjjIaS Jjllt L_fl. 

. Aja.ll ^JjjIa5 1 0 ^C'IjuJI 


i. 12 :2014 6 u^Vi 

.^uaII AiC. 






Full Christmas Season Festivities 
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ST TAQLA FESTIVAL - SEPT 24 






St Taqla, By Vincento Lampodico,1870 
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Festival Pra 


ArchBishop Roland Abouiaoude blessim 


ers 


Church Square, full for a week of events 
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The annual St Taqla Festivals, nurtured and transformed by my brother 
Tony Sami for many years, and now shepherded by the Dynamic Charbel 
Semaan, bringing music, culture, old-time “village dinner” (el A3sha el 
Karawy) and a taste of the old times to the village square, where village 
folks and extended families gather to meet in the fast changing busy new 
world. Staying up late with the old gang, telling jokes and stories of yore. 
Some who left us at 2 am regretted it and came back to stay to greet the 
morning light- such is the attraction of family and love of kin. 

St Taqla is our patron Saint, and the patron Saint of the Aboujaoudes who 
left Maska, with Churches in Bkennaya and Jal-EI-Dib. Her pictures are in 
our homes in Lebanon, America, Australia, UAE, Europe & everywhere 
we’ve gone. “Ya Mar Taqla Riddi 3Anna” (St Taqla protect us) is our 
constant cry in hard times. 
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St Taqla Church. Maska 
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tor 


juju ^Lc. a <dJl 1 » }L2 j jLa 4 ^J ti^^ 0 

jLdixVI Ij-A j • “j j 4 ^L2 j <LujjJlSJI 1 mi 

(jL>J 4J ^i->- 2— t^Ljl 4 j^Lj 3jJI <U^1 
i~ilj ^ . .. SjlLlII *Lu! ^u» l£JIjjj!uVIj 

£ji ^ Lilli I jjKJ^iJlj cliiJi^ 1 fl llVij 4 jjI jj 

A I M til i-.l ji^t l lU Lv ^Ji LU-UjJI 4_1*J 

(jr'JlJ L*> i j ' l-uLUI 4 (_£ jJi ^Lalo-VI jJLilj 

...4_t£.jJl 3 i)X$j jl 'jJaJU ^Ixll 


2Lu L^* jj {ljuujjA fLJl I Jufc utif Lv 
4iil5*j * Lb! ujjAii *4- ^L2 j *LuuJloX I 

— 


(jyiL il AXXJ jJ 


^LLU! J^jJi J^lcj £* 



^u4\ £^0^3 <L^3i)\ 

rm/rorpsJ uA-^l jlo Obb-j^o 

tL iwLJI fcUl Sty* 31I jljkil OiL ^Ii 3 

$jl ubj^ jiplj uLJIj OLtf/Ai <iwlj 4*^ jvua l^Jb 

Jj JUS Ju> b £$*o jl^iau 

j&\jO (Ck-^3 LULuu> ijUAJI 4ui 9 Oj^ui Lft-Jj 
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LI Si* c^b J& 4^1 <CUU^ ^ jU ** 

’ " ' ,^l^x-\- jjLiTOjUjxr 


t j& ^ *r** ****** ^ iJ *' 

jVjj U\ >4' ■^ UJ ' <*' '^J^> A * u '*' 

-y..A i^ia 3 A^uil' - UaU ^' 141 

2u5l. 4^5 3 “ d ^' 

J_4 U ^ 3 jU^Vl ty^J OLy*>-*j} " A '“ a3 '-> 


4_*- 


jUJI 


jLlSs’I 0^ -i^ ^bU^I » c^^-^3 
. - dJ oLU 3-xc. l^I b JyLJ' A^'-yU' 


!!a 1 u JS JLic 
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CHURCH HISTORY 




Ja! ^a <j] JISj : ^jaj a j ^ua 

Aa$ 1 ]| Lai .I 860 (iJJjj^i jj) LU&j SjL (jk Ljjilujjj ^JLu nal\ 
AuSjjj Aaij^j 1870 Aa«< Jaaj Ajjjj AajJ AJUJI 
Aj^ jSj "Vincento Lampodico" <^Uajy) uUili 

. "Via de Cesarini Roma" 4 jj ^ 


^Ul£l l$J| ciUaj c4_Ljj AjjLa jj Sj>a) &JA JIaj 

(5^ (dJj* jjI Uajj J*JJ jUaVI )JA ^ A j^um a 

(JjIa Jj) j (j) ^1032 <i±a ^ “ a!\ AjCj ^j^ 

. (jjJ^ (JjJ AjlajC- ALaj lAf i^ui 


* *♦ «* 

^lii cjjj ^L-a (>» lhj^Ij ‘4-^ ^ ^13 ^ lh>^) ^ 

>L- £)£- <^) Ajj^a AJj ui .^4*^ ^ 

Sjj] )j*3J <^1^1 ^Ui rfl ^ Jj*j Ifck 

. callfi ^ lALl£ A-u AJ 
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V 





UjlL 

j III (jh 4695 ^i] i jjismi <. _u <aj tA ■ fiL ajju 

Ljuii) jU jjA <Luoi£ (jj &Aja J Uajj JjjLa . jjA <LuuI£ 4_ifl ljAj^ 

JjjJa 4^wu Cul£ 1700 4-Lui IAjUj AA^j <^31 4 fL5U t<— i lAl^l 

.l $$j->j jj l^jlmlla ^ tc ^i*-L4ll 'LmjIS JC- J*a^f! 

(jAj ‘ akt ^Jj jLuJ) CjIJLoa. ^liVn djJu^i! ^Ljj (IjjLa A ■ -j*< 

I^jUj Ala l^jk- Cjj^a CAlAjAaoJIj il£LjaaJI ^lp Ji*S3 JI)a U 

:l^uiluii 4-Lunjj]' ^LuajLua^j k^-vj J)^ La aUJI Ifl aaa^H £)ti 

.CjlALjll (j&j ' jUL (jh Ajj^JLail ,.t 

f(jAl\ jA a A^j JjJaJI .Jl; jia tg-uajfr <jl£j Loj£ JLuJI 4ju^a dulS 

31 * a* 

: J^* J 

(jjjjjaii A A tt ritual Clojj 1962 4-1uj jla ^jj jla ^h 4 O 

ti^jj AuJt <s4*4) J&j tiSjii M-a^j £-u*jjJI Iaa p 4 j t (tribune) 

ujj 1 - 4 

4 ^a ufijJ! < _ 5 Xuij 1998 *LLu< C5%^ jIa. ... ^j] jla. ... o 

(jLlamj (jauAa^-ail (JAujLuj 6jLmu Aj< till ' Jj ^ 

^Sj (IjjU 'Lafjj QMjli Vjj (-A*j 4JJ £U AuJt 

uS CjAi». i^gjIJ&LuiAJ i^Iaaj >j £jA}| <— iK^Vlj AjAj^JI 4JjUJIj JIaVIj 

&. £jUj]La *LL Saja^JI 


< 


, LLuUJ 
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Ml 












^12 A i ojIju ^yi jjjSJI 4j^j 

<> 4^Ua. jjjSJI ^ <2)^4. ^l^jlaj 

.LjJ >2abJt (j-jlit £jjJb U^J 41* V Jluu 

(jl£ du2kj (jialiiJVt <j-« Ul& ^Ult ^uiLuiSfl 

£0A& ^Lui l^JLui tilijj t A^-*j£) <_ r i^J oi ^ Jj^*^ 4iJ^ (l)-® 

. Jj^Jt bt-La JLuJI ^Lj dijl£ A AjJAii 

4 "Aiaijj <j-fl>-fl" ^^Sc- jAj b_>a>>4 J); U <^LaJl ljUI o 

.^yJl^JI dUuiil (jiajxj ^ (j2ajCj JjL :AjLujIL» 

dj^ J** ^ t-al^a l^ak- Sjla^ 4-Ljj 

.^uiLuiVl A ^ ^ A j uj a£]| 2ajl^ l£^uaj«d 


“A. 


A 
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2004 ,JI 1835 ,•* 

(jLA^Ij A f. IaujI qjJj A - ■■j* <: ^ A ajJaII C£l^uJI (jib 1 **•*-. *.* JlaaJl j^aU j yj H\ 

4jUD <Ufr^l (j& 4_aAaJlj Ij^ll 

1863 J\ 1835 <> (?) o-j^Ua .1 
1865 tjji £ Ua.jj jduSil .2 
1867-1866 u-«M .3 

1868 - 1867 yiuw)l u«jj .4 
1870-1867 .5 

1860 o4^ o^l 6 
1871-1870 j>«jjjjlaj| eSjjaJ! .7 

1865 ^Ljjlajl Uajj .8 

1866 cj jjSj1«u OAJ^i 9 

1887 ^Ljjlajl oiM .10 

1907-1901-1895-1892 ^jlajl lij ouj^ -11 

1924-1920-1896 a-^ 12 

1924 .13 

1924 tjjUjiil jli-a (jajjjjlai! .14 

1911 Jjlui <&1 4-MU .15 

1914 ^jiaiSn oj 6, *16 

1915-1914 4jjS t_& I .17 

1918 OJ^ o-M -18 

1918 .19 

1920 HI b>j o-ill 20 

-1936-1931-1930-1921 ^jia&l u«jj (ji)l .21 


■\ 


< 
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1925 *S3UJI lAui# (jdili .23 

1926 S-ija. 4^ A-#*j .24 


1929 Sjja jj! <_>uUJt .25 

1930 b**i o<M .26 

1931 jJU uiuiJJ (JJ&1 1 .27 

.1950-1938-1936-1935 >&! 28 

1939 blaft oylaj .29 


1940 (jla-4*du .30 


1954-1951-1940 ^bjill Sjj^ o4jj -31 
\ -1944-1942-1938-1936 ^1 o-> 32 

1978-1971-1967-1959-1956-1952-1951 


1943 gHjiaft! jL&l a-bi! -33 
1943 egjjSbJl ^*Li*dbja esjjaJ! .34 
1944 jAuiSfl 4>t 4 -aju .35 


-1953-1951-1944-1932-1931 Sj* j*l u** .36 

.^1 1979 c>j 1978-1969-1965-1955 

1948-1947 4^1 jjI .37 

1950 jb-aj 4*l£ui eSjjaJ! .38 
1967 Al Jja. £jjb» <t&' -39 



A. 


1952 -40 

1970-1954-1952 <>^l .41 

1953 aJbu-u Ai)l 4_axi <_&l .42 

1953^^1^1^0-411 -43 
1961-1958-1957^^1^0^^1 .44 
1960 I -45 

1965-1962 jJbs ( -maJ I Uajj u^I! .46 


< 
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1966 ^jiaiSn <r&'-47 

1972-1967 <J J*-j ^' 48 

1971 LHi^ <-&'-49 

1971 ob^' ^jjaJI-50 

1973-1972 fkll ^jiJI.51 

1976-1975 Liwjj ^jjiJI.52 

(J\ 1976 SJj^ jj! <_uaJ <£jj*JI.53 

1980-1979-1978 Sjj* j*l 54 

1979 • 5 5 

fjJl J\ 2005 c>j 2000 J\ 1992 JloJI j-U ^jiJI.56 

2004- 2001 <J*JI ^ ^jiJ!.5 7 

2005- 2004 ^ ^jjaJI.58 

< ^005 j'-Au lsjj^-59 


ape 


IID 


<^LuJ l5S3 \Uu OjLo JLuOJ 
CUjUUulSJI 


Ailua^b jllai Aj^j ApUjjI jJLj 

cAjjj^ula ^jl^Ij Up Aui! 

jjj jSj . aL^uaH SjL ^j -4 uju^ ^Ut 
SjJL-a A-L^ ^ 

AaLuJ hl^lal jLuu dU^ SjjSU IgJauijjj 
tA n utiti ^Vib c A^LuJi ^ij .A^ni^ti 

AjPjjJI ^ jUj AiaJj ^JUVt Ajp& 

JbP A^uiIIaj CjUIa^-aj JpUajVtj 

Aj <jj) aT\\\ iAnurtW ±p 


cut 


3JJD 
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Courtesy of Bishop Nasser Gemayel | cxS: 9 - 1 

:Laa ^AliLLiiAt a: _ji\ ^_a ^ L*_ia t _ s JL^oA\ *.Ll>I r;j 

c_s — 3 4 ^ VV £ jl X Y c _ 5 _3 e> ^j^AA 4 (aAAALxJ V ) j ^ <■ ^ ^ 

^ * *1 ^ ^ 1 4 ^ — 1 ~N. *)3 t ^ i ^ > j T-^ ' 1 j ) ^ 

' 1 V^l -V tj'_>^J^ Y 1 c^-a » jjji-i J_>J 4(<ni^UJ V) - Y 

^ ATO — J “ u ^ j ^ ^ C5" 3 CiT 3 -^-* ^ ^ % ^ O ^-3 LAaI£, ^Ajljj * (^-j-xaLia SAa^j ^)_p 

- A- a-joA_1 ^ A-> 


o4^ “ <■_» 

^ ^ Va Ji -lo- ^_1 j AaA . aA^I *i>ti 4 \ l cZAjI^jc-aAI ( ~y^* 1 AAcoik 1 .T~A ^)Lo AA_iA^)A ( ^ 

W^' AA^LoSn <AjA _>it <3>c- c_fl_5 _>*_aA1 ^ .£-1 ^5 (A>aL^ ^j-aj S 
O* — LAa? . \ $ j\ i ~ - ^ w dijl_^ lA^ ^>L_aj a <-\c- ^ A jA <\ l A 


. o __>A 1 — AaA\ ^.£—i\ — 3 ) (SS^ ^ (__ 5 — L_S .Jfr 1 f ^ ^)\_jAI <> — Xi c <c -3 \ JVaAa ^ *<i^i J ft\l 

_>d-^ <^ 5 — 3 4 ^ VVA J^Sm Oj _>-A iA Y © c ^_ a 4_£-a_9A & ^j 5 J-A c_jVt — V 

V> J <^— 3 ‘ ^ VAA (_j^ — ^ ijA © a ^a_jA 4<2xA^l ><-«a c__jV l — £ 


— A — * -J-r2-* ^ > V H £ J^lji o ^A iS V \ — o 

•O-^) - 

‘ *j <-5^ ‘ un <J ^Aj' > * 4^5-a ^s-a ^A 4 ^U-a — 4 o^S?' ^>— a 4-_»Vl — 1 

. LjLa^)j — 

. _j A > * * 1 aAI _jA_a ^_a 4 ^ A ^ *\ a. \ jljj ^_a & A., a a j <-—&\ — V 

J — 0 c ^— 3 ^ ^Y Y. a_L_ kA ^ 5 — a 4 ^ 5 —a^A 40 ^5-j 5 ^ ^ j ^ — A 


W* — “*j C3" 3 4 ^ ATA ^ ^ <^3 9-J 46 J^3k <V*4j) *1 l ^ 

< "r J ^~ x < * 4 ^ J - ^ o 1 * A * 11 lJ _>5=a--oAl ^ r ui ^a_j y AA j| ^-oA^ ^IAjjAA^ o^j cl)^ -^*t? _5 . LjlAo^^ — 

4 -4 — ^ 4 ^ Y“%“\ t^VAo jj .A > 1 ^ • ^g— a 4 ^>— <_>*A— jA^ — a ^-a & jl ^vt 

^_a IjlA -^J_>Al ^15 <J>Al^ JlA^ SJLi^k _$ <A^ii A_La O^,? • 

• A • £ j.^c. 4 SAxuj 1 1 \ 1 <*v 

' * t^— 3 * _ > a * “ ■ a ^ ti , l l ~ - _^V — a _>jj ^ — a ^^3 isJjk t al -<-i ^ jj ^Vt — > * 

. > ATA l S J fr\ 

— Lf* ki] _j\ « 4^-3 <^s-3 _9J 4 6Jj_a. Ol J^ T L^J ij V-_jV» — > ^ 

• A A £ • 4 ^— jVAA^ »jL^ Y C ^_A 4 LjlAa^j 

4 ^_a 4 > A £ Y* aA_x^i 4 ^ 5 —a 4 ^— a _^A 46 (2>2 CJ^ *"*« \ — A Y 

• j^jc. — jLa 
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JjSm j^ji— £ 0 j-i 6 ;^’^ ■ w | S| o-i ~ ' ^ 

• s^Iuj — a x .Vil' U^ jj jLg 4 ^ A 1 o 

J jSM 3 A ^ ^jp 40J>a. jJ Jx_ui JjJj q_J (_iL«a! «-jSM - 3 t 

. liU<a^)j — l_ix_.ujj jLq ^)J J ^^3 ^ A £ V 


. ^ A1 ) <Jujj ^ Jj c 4jj| JuC (JjjJJJ L_ iSn — ^ 0 

L5 -i4>AVY Jj>ij * ^ ^jj c*- 

,4_i>ajj — 3a 1 aj i ^*» jLa 


jl « j_lA t 3 A^ • ,j'_. . 1 .1 j 3f V* ,^_3 ( _£_3 jJ ‘6 i_lV' 3 V 

• 4_ui jj — 3-i j a jjJa 


• Oif* 1 (j^jA jll 4 _^jV I jA j 

^J_S j f J-A\ 3 AV® Aiui ±L» — !ilij jL» AjC- j Ai^£ — £ 

: 3 fl*'* »j 3 < Ajjj-a*-a33 jxm ^Iaj <Uai Ij^la 

ua ^c_La AJilj . 3 A*\ X 4_i_uj ^l 3 AV o < 3 .* (?) ^jaILL ^ jj_aJI - 3 A 

1 a 3 A1 « Aiuj Ja-uJI ^ Ajj ^alj - A 3a U J (Jq3-» 1 ? ^1 oAaII oAA Jljla 4 _jJ1j-<i*_a11 

* ^) 1 uj ) A '' ^) f ~- t j_j uaD (_j_jl j j ‘ i _^)- j m 1 — lA-xC- (_^o_jJjL_ia (_£ _J J| *tl l 1— jl . (__g — 1-J 

."3 An. J'S\ 3 ^ CJ.U 4_a__>a. AjjI^jc- 

. 3 AIO 2d^ Ua.JP o-iAll - 3 *1 

^g -3 ^ ^ . .3 aj_j ^»_1 ) . 3 A1 V— 3 A “l “l o (JjjU31 (J-uaII — 3* * 

,^<j^jjil ^jJajala .lAj^j jLall « (jjjjjiajVl (jl-^A ^>11 A^aJiV 

. 3 A"\ A— 3 A“3 V t^iuiASI i-Lu * jj “ X 3 

> ,£ 1 j j. i q\ l Lii" . 3 AV .-3 A1V o*Jft31 - 3f Y 

l_^jjl^c. tVl— 2kJ (_j-^o A* uj 31 (j-j] ill 1 g-jl _J£- t ^ 9 t>i a \ \ i — (_$ J_J^1 AijJ <■" vV a K . 

(j_« 3 * ^-3 lilij jL_a S^uLlAall A ^3 IaaIaC. A3 .^Ull jjx jl lia. <>a^>a. 

."3 A1V 
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l? ° _i-A> cIh' > ai . ^ ^ - y r 

-4_jUai' or^ iJ^' <lj' JC. tlaJji' *>a ^jU-a^i i_Lui jj 4 j 1 jc- J^a 

. > A1 * jjlu ^_lH (j-a JjV' I -lie. jLa (jjoJ-iall jjJ ^ o-i'wac. 

. ^ AV ^ ^ AV % (jjjjaJI ioJj^ i _yij^l _jiaji — Y £ 

^-H' cjt-^ t-SJj-^' J-^] 'A jW JJ tjjiill — YO 

• ^ A *\ o 4_1 juj 4 L— A.^ij i < 1 1 ^ * y ^) \_y^' ^ 

J-* J-A - j tin <_>"-?• J> O^ 1 J- i '— i Jj1£] Jj t i5jr JjS^luu (_y> jhi (j^i]| - Y ”1 
J J^j ^ '■— ^ i ^ 4 ^ A "l "l <iu) LjliiL (_^a (_j-o_gj il Sn ^gjuijjd 4_1jI Ai^j ^Jc. liuiAll 

. ^ A "\ 1 (jLiUj A ^ t j (_>oa. 4_L] la a j ^^Ic. ^^ae. ^ jli ^jj Ja& 

• ^ AAV t ( _ 3 JLij^iaj! ^jjj jJjjjj y.atl — Y V 

^ J — * < T J ^— ^ C5- 3 (_£— ^ J-j ) ‘{j^-^J^jl (jl j j ■ « J <J jS (JolJJ.il_lAi (JjiAII — Y A 
i>“ ‘-Hj-d' tjj] U^' Aac. (MYr <Luu ^UUl JjjJS Jji ^ t^ULlI 

^_aij . ) AAY Aluj 4_iiJ el ^al <2)1 jC-j L)UL J^a Jjj^aia <jl jc. Jjl£j LLlhaII 

j 4 1 A<U ^_a XJ: jl_>a J ^'^L£ 1 _gJ «_a_J ^ 

^ ♦ Vj 

• • • ^ ^ Y £ 4 ^ ^ Y • 4 ^ A ^ A IjLii A ^ i, 4 ^ A ^ j sS — T ^ 

. ^ ^ Y £ 4_Luo 4 ^ — Y • 

. ^ ^ Y £ A_Luj jj j 4^illjill ^S-ua ^aSil — V > 

• ^ ^ ^ ^ <Jjuj t^jiajVl JJA*i <111 <Laxi (J^iill — VY 

. > H > i <iuu 4-a^l jjj tLJ J^klVl (jjc. Alll^ij, (_jVI - vr 

. ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ £ <jjjj t^jJaJVl pi ^)<*^11 <J^3 (^yi l_jVI — V £ 

. > ^ ^ A <iuu t^jlajVl (jJ-iAVl oj^j' o-ill - To 

• ^ ^ ^ A ^iL*il H i n^l ^j^uaII — Y”" 
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. > ‘l Y « 4*1 jaaJI <1 jS Gj£J o-B — Y'V 

t . 4 ^ y > Aj_juj oj_£j jjj 4< s? J$k&! ^lj*^Ji\ <-Lujjj u-SJ' - rA 

.> <\rv ,nr^ 

. \ ^ Y £ — ^ ^ Y ^ 4_Luj 4 j 4 -* l) 4 * — Y* ^ 

. ’iHfo 4 _Luj i <iliLa»5l i. auijj <_>*B — £ ♦ 

# ^ ^ Y *\ A-LuJ ^J\ Alii Auzx J JJoIujJJ-aII “ £ ^ 

# ^ ^ Y ^ Ajuuj ‘« 4 » ji o*\A\ ^jjSA\ iY 
. > * 4 C ^Jjk&l crL^J^ O 4 ^' — i Y' 

. > ^ Y' ^ 4_Luj ijk&l j-JU i-kjijj <j*B — 1 £ 

4 > <\rA 4 > ‘VV'I 4> UO Ai_uj ^ Axu.1 ^ JJ ijL&l Ikjk (| JjaJt - *° 

. * 

. ^Y' < \ 4_Luo tAlkc- ^j-jjkj lSJ 5 ©^' - £*^ 

. ^ ^ £ * c AoJ j (jlxAuj ^ — £ V 

4 ^ £ * kl .■■ ©j-5i -ijj 4 C jJl_Lli! O 44 -^ O 44 -*^ - * A 

.not 4> < \o> 

4 > <\ £ Y ,^YA (HY1 45— 4juJ 1 jj (jj' O-J^ “ £ ^ 

.HVA.HV^ ,mv,^fi^ 4^©*\ 4 >^oY 4^01 4^££ 

. > <\ £r 4_L^ t</ j. ijk&l ji*iVI o-USt ljV! - © * 

. > <\ £r 4 ^JjSUll c#J 5 ©^ “ ° ' 

. > ‘l £ £ 4 jau&I 4ill 4 -ajlI c|jjaJI - o Y 

4 > ^rY 4 > < \r^ ^ 4u*j j jj ^Sjja. jj) Ua.jj - or 

\ \ a; ... t mo 4^0© 4^ < \©Y' t^©> 4^££ 

.^jJl 
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t A — ^ ^ £ V 4 *QAJ 4 JLyi, c 5 ^; > _ 9 -aJ 1 — O £ 

. > ^ o * ^ jU^ra » ^ \ U ^ T. ^ jj^vU — o o 

. ^ H "\ V l — o “l 

. ><\oY o-UAl - ov 

— >^o£ 4 > ^ o Y A_j — ^ a_-q — juJ ^ j q!^ iV 1 CXS~^ O - >A^— ^ <_* +■ — o A 

,uv* 


. ^ HoT <_ Lkju 4 i S -}l*-^-u *0^1 4 -a*_j l-jV l — O ^ 

. ^°V 4 < flln'iV ) flM — n • 

. > n n ^ 4 >^oa 4 > c \ov 4 ^^isJVi <_&' - ^ > 

• ^ ^ "l • c , <>l*a >V 1 ^ A^. J ^jjJ^j u-iV 1 — “l Y 

. ^ ^ o * > *\ *\ Y 4 C5 J^laJV^ fi^^j u-aV I — 'W' 

. M"n 4 »V \ ^9 *ij 4 a i i_jV l — *\ i 

.UVY-M 1 V 4 ^^IV» c-^a. Jo-aJ <_£n - no 

. > n v > c< ^4 ^I=jvi oW^ ^ o-3»^ <-eV 1 — n n 

.nv^ 4 j:w»>n o^ c$ — iv 

. > n vr— > n vy 4 ^i*-ll c *+m ^ — n a 

. > <\vn-> nvo ^^A) - n n 

*(*_?^' <^\ ' ^ v-1 ^ > - .u>» — v • 

. > “lA . t > HVA ( «j^ AlSt _>S-£ - V^ 

,nv<l cAflj^a . a. ii jj — VY 

)jLuj 4 ^^e-Lj \ j - ^ t < _ ^) ^ ^ n y a \.*,xi . \.i^qi 4 ( 33 M — vr 

. . t ? _ - „ 

C _5 _j'>— a -s^=- _j ^a 4 d j jAUH <-<^V £_2=*\ a 




*>V-flJT \ L^a 




^J> 

( _^ c5 (i cjj^l ^JLSit cj .UC; ^ 

c3 _J c J.UM -^S>1 tj .U* 


c l_ 


JUi« 




J -J 


<J J. 


;-V_J— \ VjJ ^\_LT 


JUi» 


4 j 


cr- 


1 
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EPILOGUE 


Remember them - The Scenes, the people, the family. 

It is the surest form of immortality. It is also what makes our lives bearable 
and worth living. Memory, said St Augustine, is the presence of the past. 

“Kamshi min trab el habayeb, bteswa dahab el 3alam kellou. ” 

Those people that filled our youth. Those views that filled our eyes. 
Remember them, so you can see your life in perspective. Remember them 
so they will also remember you and keep your memory alive. Smile at their 
sight. Laugh at their jokes & funnies. Cry at their sorrows. Dance at their 
weddings, and console them in their Funerals. 

But most of all, Remember! 

“May love and laughter light your days, 
and warm your heart and home. 

May good and faithful friends be yours, 
wherever you may roam. 

May peace and plenty bless your world 
with joy that long endures. 

May all life's passing seasons 
bring the best to you and yours!” 
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SUGGESTED READINGS & 
RESOURCES 


Abouiaoude sites: 

- https://www.facebook.com/AJFamilvReunion for US NJ Reunion 

- http://ahabe.50meas.com/rich text.html for Ghabeh site 

- Mart Taqla , Ghabeh, and Maska pages on Facebook 

- http://abouiaoudefamilv.org/ for AJ family site 

- https://www.facebook.eom/arouos/1 1 9978041 3661 94/ ; 
https://www.facebook.com/arouos/207788899243547/ AJ Family in 
Lebanon and Abroad 

- Abuiawdeh.com , our own family site 

https://picasaweb.aoogle.eom/1 1 491 681 02841 37220079?fgl=true&pli=1 

https://plus.aooale.eom/photos/1 0341 1 264699622937056/albums?banner=pwa&qpsrc=pwrd1 #ph 
otos/1 0341 1 264699622937056/albums?banner=pwa&gpsrc=pwrd1 

- Elie Bishara’s Photo Treasures httPs://www.flickr.com/ohotos/eliedata/ 

Specific References: 


- Father Boulos Aboujaoude, “Al Aboujaoude” 

- ILFA Magazine, Aboujaoude family periodical 

- Bohemond I, Prince of Antioch, by Ralph Bailey Yewdale 

- http://www.bhsosa.net/index.asox Brummana High School Old 
Scholars Association 

- “The Aboujaoudes - Origins”, Sam S. Abujawdeh 
http://archive.org/details/Abouiaoudes-Oriains 
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©55/4 


Our Town- The Story of Maska and Kherbet Vo! 1 


Page 6B0 




